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Dear traveler,

We've always done things our
own way in Galena Country.
Never rigid, but always true
to ourselves. You won't fiind a
chain coffee shop or cookie-
cutter resort here. What you
will find is a journey that's
just like you—completely and

forever original.

visitgalena.org
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fenjoyillinois & enjoyillinois | d' enjoyillinois | @ enjoyillinois | @ enjoyillinois
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Whetheryou’re afirst-time visitor, afrequent
guestorevenaproud Illinoisan, there is somuchto
experiencein Illinois, The Middle of Everything.

Inthisissue, we’ll take youforaride along
Chicago’s North Shore, astoried route peppered
withidyllic small towns, unique upscale restaurants
and shops,and an abundance of cultural gems and
outdoor activities. Or explore from Oak Park to
Edwardsville and find that picture-perfect spotto
take the most Instagrammable pics—be sure to tag
us #enjoyillinois!

Lookingforadelicious way to connect with
nature? Check out our Illinois Made feature. Our
talented Makers take “locally grown” to anotherlevel
with fresh produce and artisanal spirits and brews.
And of course, everyone deserves an easy-to-plan
getaway, sowe had local experts do the hard work for
you. Peruse thisissue’s Trip Ideasto Aurora, Bishop
Hill, Shelbyville and Carbondale.

Inaddition toourinspiration guide, I encourage
you tovisit Enjoylllinois.com, where you’ll find over
100 additional road trip ideas. Whetherit’s aweekend
in Galena, an outdooradventurein SouthernIllinois,
anexploration of African American heritage, ora
guide to the vibrant neighborhoods of Chicago, you’ll
find the information youneed on our website.

With 64 state parks, three UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, seven scenic byways, six state forests
and our National Forest, there is something for
everyone inour102 counties.

Onbehalfofthe Illinois Office of Tourism, Id like
to officially welcome you to Illinois!

Sincerely,

J

DANIEL THOMAS

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, OFFICE OF TOURISM

enjoy
illinQis

SPRING +
SUMMER 2024

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
& ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY,
OFFICE OF TOURISM

555 W. Monroe Street, 12th floor
Chicago, Illinois 60661
312/814-4733, Fax: 312/814-6175
ceo.enjoyillinois@illinois.gov
ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

GOVERNOR J.B. Pritzker
DCEO DIRECTOR

Kristin Richards

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TOURISM
Daniel R. Thomas

ASSISTANT DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TOURISM
Lisa Link

EDITORIAL CONTENT DIRECTOR
Kylee Krizmanic
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Brian Kramer
DEPUTY ART AND PHOTO DIRECTOR
Christy Brokens
EDITOR, CUSTOM MEDIA
Kristin Bienert
DEPUTY ART DIRECTOR
John Meek
SENIOR EDITOR
Gary Thompson
COPY EDITOR
Diane Penningroth
CONTRIBUTORS
Ginger Crichton, Christine Hoskin
PUBLISHER
Mark Josephson
NATIONAL TRAVEL DIRECTOR
Katy Hildman
ADVERTISING SALES
Kim Sommerfeldt 815/341-7969

@ Dotdash
meredith

Enjoy Illinois © 2024.
All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is prohibited.

The information in Enjoy Illinois was
compiled by the Illinois Department
of Commerce & Economic Opportunity.
The Department of Commerce & Economic
Opportunity has made every effort to
ensure the information contained in
the publication is correct. Printed by the
Authority of the State of Illinois.
02/24, 500K, 4100159485 S/S 24.
PRINTED IN U.S.A.

Bulk order: Brad.Strauss@illinois.gov

TO ENSURE A SAFE AND HAPPY TRIP,
PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO VERIFY OR VISIT
ENJOYILLINOIS.COM FOR THE MOST
UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM



UNEXPECTED

ADVENTURES

Whether your ideal adventure is a leisurely stroll, a wild night of cabaret and comedy,
a perfect playground, gourmet foodie specialty bites, eclectic art galleries and home decor
shops, history buff tours, a fashionista paradise of high-end designs, or unique whiskey

heritage. Discover these unexpected tailor-made adventures.




Condé Nast

Travéler

READERS’
CHOICE AWARDS

2023

7
&

7 YEARSJN NR

L . s . —
1?.?9‘- { :hh

.f“‘\ P‘q o

SEE WHY
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GETAWAY

LOCAL FAVORITES

Along the Shore

A collection of vibrant Lake Michigan communities
beckons with beautiful beaches and small-town
sophistication. It’s all here—and just north of Chicago.

“-J.“ d__li.cunun o)}
g

Downtown Wilmette

ANN MARIE SCHEIDLE R isafreelance writer who lives onthe North Shore
with her husband andfive children. She tends to bewhere her kids are. But if you can’t
find her there, she’s creating content for her eponymous lifestyle blog—a chronicle

of all her favorite things.

MARIE CREATIVE CO. (BEACH) SOLING PHOTOGRAPHY, (PIZZERIA)
VANDALAY BRANDS, (STEAK, CUPCAKE) BALLYHOO HOSPITALITY

STORY: ANN MARIE SCHEIDLER AND BRIAN KRAMER.
PHOTOGRAPHS: (TOWN) RYAN DONNELL, (SCHEIDLER) JENN
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Gillson Park

Sophia Steak ‘ -

® LAKE BLUFF
® LAKE FOREST

OHIGHWOOD
® HIGHLAND PARK

OGLENCOE
OWINNETKA
® WILMETTE

® EVANSTON

Chicago’s
North Shore

Flanked by
Lake Michigan
ontheeastand
the Windy City
tothesouth,
Chicago’s
North Shore
stretches for
morethan
30 milesfrom
Evanston
to Illinois Beach
State Park
inZion.

mue WILMETTE

Playing at

Publicaccess makesitasnap tovisit Gillson Park with its pet-friendlybeach
AND and watercraftrentals (kayaks, SUPs and sailboats). After aday splashing

o WINNE TK A and playingin Lake Michigan, head to family-owned Ridgeview Grill or pop

boutiques.

into Napolita Pizzeria and Wine Bar for a piping hot pie. Satisfy your sweet
toothwith a Buck Ranger Cookie at Buck Russell’s. Sophia Steak, another

downtown option, serves wet-aged cuts of beef. Cruise by the private Winnetka house made famous
in Home Alone onyour way to shop in upscale fashion boutiques Bunny and Babe and Neapolitan
Collection, thenkickback at neighborhoodbistros Pomeroy and 501 Local or at sushijoint Jimoto.
Stillsearchingforthe perfect eatery? Head north on Green Bay Road for Spirit Elephant (all vegan)

or Towne and Oak (all-daybreakfast).

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 7



GETAWAY

LOCAL FAVORITES

Michael’s Grilland Salad Bar 28 Mile Distilling Company

NORTH
SHORE

| INADAY
‘-_I .--' .- ; b BegininLake
‘- -r iad . Forestwith coffee
s (] BB o | andapastryfrom
| . . Gerhard’s Elegant
European Desserts,
then explore Market
Square andthe
historical homeson
the east side of the
city. Ventureinto
Highland Park and
popinto The Art
Center Highland
Parktoseeits
newest exhibition,
thenbreak: for tea
at Madame ZuZu’s
Cafe. Cap offyour
daywithsomegreat
boutique shopping
in Winnetka—check
out Serena and
Lily, Neapolitan
Collection, and
Bunny and Babe.
Endyour adventure
withdinner at
Pomeroy.

THE
VIBE HIGHLAND Startadayof deliciousnesswith an apple cinnamon pancake at Walker

P ARK AND Brothers or crepes from That Little French Guybakerybefore wandering
Savoring the Highland Park’s Central Avenue stores. Find small-batch sweets along with

cutting-edge HIGHWOOD gelato at Terry’s Toffee and get a Chicago-style hot dog (no ketchup) at

Joodscene. Michael’s Grill and Salad Bar. Treat yourselfto an afternoon pep-up at
Madame ZuZu’s, a plant-based teashop and emporium run by The Smashing Pumpkins founder Billy
Corgan. Global flavors shine throughout Highwood with French-inspired Froggy’s French Cafe and
Miramar Bistro; [talian favorites The Del Rio Restaurant and Disotto; Mexican go-to LaPlancha
Loca; and Mexican-inspired quick-serve The Mean Weiner. (Don’t let the name fool you.) Satisfy
your sweet tooth with ahouse-made HoHo from Bent Fork Bakery and melt-in-your-mouth candy
from Toffee Traditions. End your day at 28 Mile Distilling Company’s cocktail bar.

8 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

PHOTOGRAPHS: RYAN DONNELL, (COCKTAIL) 28 MILE DISTILLING




ILLINOIS INSIDER The North Shore was founded more than100 yearsago when Chicago’s movers
and shakers, wanting arespite from citylife, found quiet and beauty along Lake Michigan.

NORTH
SHORE
KNOW-HOW

What’s the best way

to get around?You can
easily explore the North
Shore communities

by car or Metra train.
Parking a caris easy,

and all North Shore
towns have train stops in
the heart of their cities.
If youd like a sportier
day, you can pedal the
Green Bay Trail, a9-mile
path from Wilmette to
Highland Park that runs
parallel to Metra’s Union
Pacific North line.

Can anyone visit

the beaches? Yes! One
of the best parts of
visiting the North Shore
isifyou’d like to take
awalk to the beach,
you can. Most beaches
are about a mile walk
from the train stop.
You may have to pay a
fee ($10-$25) to visit
the beach for the day if
yourenotalocal.

How much time

should I plan?You can
easily explore the North
Shore in a day, but it
makes a great weekend
destination. You’ll be
most successful if you
startfrom Chicago and
head north, or from Lake
Forest and head south.

% Gillson Park

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 9



GETAWAY

LOCAL FAVORITES

THE
VIBE

Connecting
withnatural
beauty.

ILLINOIS
BEACH
STATE PARK

Yes, Adeline Jay Geo-
KarisIllinois Beach
State Park, which
stretchesfor 6.5 miles
along Lake Michigan
near Zion, is known for
itsdunesand coastline,
buttheareaispacked
withmoredelights. Start Deseda
with the nature center’s
interactive exhibitsin
the South Unitofthe park
before trekkingalong
5milesoftrails. You’ll
also find The Pavilion
(souvenirs, snacks and
beverages),amodern
campground,acamp
store,and atrailhead
forthe Zion Bike Trail,
which connectstothe
North Unitwith more
trailsand anature
preserve. Both units offer
parking, bathhouses,

and plenty ofbeach and
picnicareas. Overnight
inthe newly renovated
Illinois Beach Hotel
within the parkand
enjoy the lake views.
Inside the hotel, Nolan’s L AKE
Restaurant features F ORE ST Builtasaprivate home in the 1860s, Deer Path Inn offers guests THE
fresh-made pasta, steaks 57luxerooms and suites, as well as bicycles to cruise down to VIBE
andsandwiches. Market Square, the nation’s first planned suburban shopping
center designed by Howard Van Doren Shawin 1916. It’shome to the century- Preserving
old fashion house The Lake Forest Shop and Deseda, ascarfshop so chic ‘thep ast
withmodern

one ofits own was worn on And Just Like That. Stop by Gerhard’s Elegant
European Desserts forasmile cookie before perusingwoman-owned Lake
Forest Book Store, where you can get personal recommendations. On your way
toForest Park Beach,you’ll pass some of the city’s treasures, like the Lake
ForestLibrary, the History Center of Lake Forest-Lake Bluffand Lake
Forest College. Reserve atable for dinneratupscale French-Vietnamese Le Colonial
orart-inspired The Gallery before finishingwith anice cream cone from Sweet’s.

touches.

10 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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Explore the wonders
of Chicago’s lakefront
treasure.

i ,_;:t g Scan to view our full calendar
Eﬁ‘# 1 K of events and programs

A year full of memories awaits you at Navy Pier!

Our calendar is packed with exciting events all year-
round. Free weekly programming includes outdoor
live music, movies, workouts, and captivating
dance performances.

There is something for everyone to enjoy at
Chicago’s top lakefront destination.

Plan your visit at navypier.org.




GETAWAY

LOCAL FAVORITES

NORTH EVANSTON

Illinois Holocaust Muse

SHORE Northwestern and EducationCenter
CL A S SI C S University

The Alice Millar Chapel SKOKIE HIGHLAND PARK
Setyour GPSto withits modernstained- .. . .
northbound glasswindowsandDearborn  Illinois Holocaust Ravinia Festival
and consider this Obse.rvatory (opentothe Museu".l and Since 1904, Ravinia has
your official publicon Fridaysafter Education Center attracted aficionados of
bucketlistof 10p.m)are tV.VO reasons to The permanent collection every musical genre to
must-see takea self—guldeq tourof includes 35,000 artifacts this outdoor venue, which
destinations. the campus, andifclasses from Holocaust victims hosts almost 125 concerts

12 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

areinsession, stop by

Norris University Center

for the buzz of students. For
questions and maps, pop into
the Segal Visitors Center.

ElawaFarm

aswell assurvivors who
relocated tothe Midwest.
Hear their storiesin two
theaters,one with holograms
and audio, the other with
virtualreality.

WILMETTE

The Bahd’{ House
of Worship

Thisstrikingdomed
structureistheoldesthouse
of worship still standing

for followers of this 19th-
centuryreligion. (Onlyeight
remainintheworld.) Open
tothe public, the temple
welcomes all toreconnect
with their faith, reflectin
the stunningauditorium
andwalk the nine
surrounding gardens.

GLENCOE

Chicago
Botanic Garden

Discover what’sinbloom
inthe 385-acre garden
alongthe Skokie River.
The expansive park features
28 gardensand four
natural areassituated
around nineislands.
Familyfavoritesinclude
the screened Butterflies
and Blooms garden and the
Model Railroad Garden
with19trainstraversing
landscaped beds.

from June to September.
Sitin the pavilion for views
of the stage or on the lawn
where you can bring your
own table, chairs, food and
beverages. Pro tip: Train
rides to the grounds are free
with a day-of ticket.

LAKE FOREST

Elawa Farm

Pop into this historic farm on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
for just-picked produce and
flowers. The gardens are
open daily year-round with
arobust lineup of events,

like Saturday morning yoga,
food and cocktail demos,
and beekeeping classes. The
nearby tallgrass savanna has
more than 5 miles of gravel
trails for hiking and just over
4 miles for biking.

WAUKEGAN

Genesee Theatre

The opulent theater,
builtin1927, hostslive
music concerts, children’s
productions, comedy acts
and more. Take abehind-
the-scenestourandlearn
aboutthebuilding’s history
and extensive renovations.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (MUSEUM) 10T, (FLOWERS) ELAWA FARM FOUNDATION



THE MAGNIFIGENT MILE

MICHIGAN AVENUE DISTRICT | CHICAGO

Tulip

The Magnificent Mile™
-' W PPV

A MILE
THAT'S ALWAYS
MAGNIFICENT

IT DELIVERS 365 DAYS A YEAR.

The city of Chicago has it all. And the
crown jewel will always be The Magnificent
Mile. From all the sights to be seen to
the fantastic food, variety of experiences,
and premiere shopping, there are no
wrong turns. In addition to its year-round
attractions, The Mag Mile has something
up its sleeve to impress visitors for the
springtime, The Magnificent Mile™ Tulip
will have every garden bed bursting

with a tapestry of tulips and later, Flight
of Butterflies, a new art installation

of metallic butterflies with unique
interpretations of migratory patterns,

will join them.

Discover it all.

THEMAGNIFICENTMILE.COM

THE MAGNIFICENT MILE®




AUGUST HILL WINERY SCENIC OTTAWA

Enjoy wine tastings in Explore the lllinois River
scenic downtown Utica & shop vibrant boutiques

FIND OR REQUEST MORE INFORMATION AT

ENJOYLASALLECOUNTY.COM

STARVED ROCK LODGE

Home to cabins, hikes &
dinina with panoramic views

0O




Escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life; visit LaSalle County.
This oasis of unexpected natural wonders is home to the legendary
Starved Rock State Park and picturesque small towns, lined with

exciting eateries and boutique shopping opportunities. Whether
you're looking to tour museums and mansions, or sample locally
made wine, there's an adventure awaiting you LaSalle County.

CAMP ARAMONI

HEGELER CARUS MANSION

Explore an architectural
marvel and step back in time

%ﬂz@gﬂ '“County

Come for the Beauty, Stay for the A&venture

Boutique tent accommodations
nestled in scenic nature

EHERITAGE
=< CORRIDO

¢ DESTINATIONS

STREATOR’S ARTS TOUR

Learn worldly history
while touring the arts

enjoy

illingis



Decator Hrea

Canvention & Visitors Bureau
of Hinnis

JACKSONVILLE

AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

1.

our gorgeous hls’rornc square No

good time is, creahng-youf own
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CHICAGO’S

_NORTH
SHORE

CITY LIFE, ELEVATED.

visitchicagonorthshore.com
hicagonorthshore

enjoy

iliinois
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WWW.YISITFORGOTTONIA.COM
PERMANENT ATTRACTION BIRTHPLACE OF LIZZIE MAGIE, MONOPOLY INVENTOR
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DuPage

Where Nature
Meets Art

DiscoverDuPage.com
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INTERVIEW

ONE-ON-ONE

Q Wit
. GRACE
A KINSTLER

bt Before wowing American
» Idol judges and viewers,

this Season 19 finalist
Jrom Lakewood won over
Chicago sports fans with
her pregame renditions of
the national anthem.

18 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

INTERVIEW: CLAIRE CONNORS. STORY: BRIANNE SANCHEZ.. PHOTOGRAPH: @VOODOOVISUALS
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Th|s summer, make a splash!

Lake County, just north of Chicago, offers countless ways to enjoy its family-friendly waters. From dozens
of delightful lakes to Great Wolf Lodge’s amazing indoor water park, there's something for everyone.

Book your stay at GreatWolf.com/lllinois. Plan your getaway at VisitLakeCounty.org.

&
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INTERVIEW

ONE-ON-ONE

Grace Kinstler
kicked off a Chicago
Bulls game with the

national anthem.

GRAGE KINSTLER WENT FROM BERKLEE COLLEGE OF MUSIC
STUDENT TO PRIMETIME PERFORMER AFTER LANDING A
GAREER-CATAPULTING SPOT ON AMERICAN 1D0L IN 2011,

Competingontheshowwasa
dream come true for the singer,
who aspired toalifeinlights
evenasagirlgrowingupin

Chicago’s northwestern suburbs.

Millions of viewers who tuned
ineach week towatch Kinstler
coversongslike Sia’s “Elastic
Heart,” Adele’s “When We Were
Young,” and Kelly Clarkson’s

“AMoment Like This” also got
toknowherdeeperstory. The
second runner-up’s most
touchingballad of the season
was hertake on Demi Lovato’s

“Father.” The choice wasinspired
by the sudden death of Kinstler’s
dad, Mitch,just monthsbefore
her American Idol audition.

Continuingtosinghashelped
Kinstlerheal, andlife after the
competitionhasn’t slowed down.
She showcased her pipesin
Pasadenalast January,debuting
asingle fromatop anIllinois-
themedfloat at the Rose Parade,
and closed out 2023 starringin
animmersive stage production
of Love Actually Live.

We caughtup with the
soulful singer (and proud dog
mom), who now splits her time
between Los Angeles and
Austin, Texas, totalk about
herhometown favorites—and
what’son herhorizon.

20 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

Q Youdidn’tgetpicked after
your first1dol audition. What
madeyoutryagain?

A Thonestlywasn’t goingto
audition again. But the show
reached outtome duringthe
pandemic.Iwashavingarough
timebecause my dad passed
away five monthsbefore, and
Ithoughtitmight take my mind
offof things. I didn’texpect

my Zoom audition to go as far
asitdid!

Q Howdidyourparents
encourageyourinterest
inmusic?

A Myparentswere awesome
aboutbringing me torehearsals
and shows.Igottoseeincredible
live acts with them. They took
me to Aerosmith, Billy Joel, Paul
McCartneyand Sam Smith
concerts. WhenIgot to thefinals
onIdol, itmeant the world to me
tohave so many people go out of
theirway tobe supportive. But
itwasbittersweetbecause the
onlypersonIwanted there was
mydad. Eversince I waslittle, he
shared thatdream with me. He
would printall of my CDsand
give them out to people.

CHICAGO™™ BUL: )

Kinstler’s
Iconic

Chicago
Picks

WhenKinstler
plays tourist
withher
out-of-town
boyfriend, she
hitsherfamily’s
favorites.

DAY DATE
SHEDD AQUARIUM

Ilove towatch
thefishand
animals. The
aquariumis
oneofthefirst
places Itook my
boyfriend when
he came tovisit.

DUDE
LUNCH

PORTILLO'S
Mydadwas abig
Italianbeef
guy. Therest
of my family
lovesittoo.

DEEP-DISH

LOU MALNATI'S
PITIERIA

Ifyou’'readeep-
dishperson,and
Idoenjoythe
occasionalslice,
youhave to goto
LouMalnati’s.

Q IsyourrecentroleinLove
Actually Live a signal we should
belooking foryouonstage?

A Thedoorisopentodoing
more musical theater. Ilove the
community. That showwasan
immersive blend of the movie
andlive performance, which was
interesting and technologically
advanced.Iplayed Natalie, the
prime minister’sloveinterest.
ButIthinkmyartistic projects—
writingand singing my own
music—are going tobe myfocus.
I'drathertellmy own story and
bewhoIamthan playacharacter.

Q Youperformedyour single
“Leo”inthe Rose Parade. Is an
albumintheworks?
A ThaveanEPontheway.I'm
anindependentartist right now,
which means I'm not signed
toarecordlabel, butI have
management.

Q Whereishomenow?

A Allof myfamilyisstillin
Illinois.Ilivedin L.A. fortwo
years after Idol, but recently
moved to Austin, Texas, with my
boyfriend. MyworkisinL.A.,soI
commute every month. Typically,
Icancondense myrecording
projectsintoaweek ortwo

there, then enjoy the balance of
having my home, my dogs and my
boyfriend backin Austin.

Q Ifyou’recommuting across
statelines forlove, weneed a
meet-cute!

A ImetJoeinBostonwhenIwas
at Berklee College of Music. Our
schools were about 10 minutes
from each other,andweboth
wereinvolvedinacappella. He
teaches English Language Arts
(ELA) now, but you can catch
himsinging with me on afew of
my social mediavideos.

Q Didyoufinishup at Berklee or
didyouleave earlytodo1dol?

A Aftertheshow,Ihad
opportunitiesopenup thatI
didn’twant to miss. In music, a
higher degreeisn’tnecessarily
what getsyou hired. Performers
don’twanttobeaflashinthepan,
butyouwantto getinwhileit’s
hot.One ofthereasons Iwent to
school wasto create connections,
and I am grateful for those that
I’vemade.

PHOTOGRAPH: COURTESY OF GRACE KINSTLER



Q Whichhometown team has

your loyalty? growingup?
A Myfamilyissupersporty,and A WhenIwasyounger,I Kinstlel"s
Igrewup cheering for the White listened toalot of pop—whatever T' \
Sox.Isangthenationalanthem was catchy. By the time I turned dSte CUCINA BELLA
ataSoxgame forthe first time 12, Istarted paying attention ()f the Thisremains my
whenIwas14,thenafewother tovocalists: Kelly Clarkson, s l 'l family’s go-to spot
times. Justbefore Idol, Isang ChristinaAguilera, Whitney uourns forItalianfoodin
“The Star-Spangled Banner” fora Houston, Jennifer Hudson.I Algonquin. Trythe
Bulls game too. We hosted people wanted tolisten to people who espresso martini too.
atourhouse forfootball Sundays, could flat-outsing. Those are the Kinstlerand her family
sowewereallfans of the Bears. women IlookeduptoasIstarted stuck close to Chicago’s KYOTO
Notahometown team, butIalso toworkon myownsound. Istill northwestern suburbs, This Japanese
sangataKansas City Chiefs lookup to them. where dining options steakhouseand sushi
game, and Sheryl Crow was there. abound. Here’s what barinCrystal Lake
She gave me asweethugand Q YoumentionedseeingIdol tickles Kinstler’s taste isafunplaceto
words of encouragement. Judge Katy Perry performwhen budsontripshome: celebrate withagroup.

youwereyoung. Was that in EL COCHING

, , I
ge:zf:;t}’;:: gourﬁr“ e [(\jh;::sg(l)‘sawherCalifornia BEREDIGT'S LA STRATA Thetacosat this
4 It’sacutelittlebrunch Mexican-fusion place

A IfirstmetSherylwhenIwas Dreams Tour at Allstate Arena. spotin Crystal Lake. inLake in the Hills
on Idol. Sheisawomanwho Because I knewwhatIwanted to I'mprettysure are good, but they also
supportswomen, and that’s doatsuchayoungage,itwasso they make the noodles have deli’cious garlic
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EXPLORE

EVENTS

ILHLISSOTMITET

Fantastic free museums
and incredible exhibits

Murals on Main Street

Route 66 Heritage sites
and Looking for Lincoln

Swinging walking bridges

over the Vermilion River | ' _ % : —?ﬁ

Explore Elgin Area is your resource
for everything to do in the Elgin Area!
See events and attractions on our
website:

enjoy
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THEN & NOW

TAKE A LOOK BACK

Ravinia Festival

For more than a century, this outdoor music series
has been hosting some of the world’s greatest
performers—across all genres—throughout the summer.

Today, the train still stops in
front of the park’s entrance.
Festivalgoers canride
Metra’s Union Pacific North
Line for free with proofofa
dated concertticket. Fora
traditional experience, get
ticketsforthe 3,300-seat
open-air covered pavilion
or for the full effect, sit on
the lawn with space for
several thousand.

In1904, Ravinia Festival opened
asanupscaleamusement
parkwith the goal of enticing
Chicagoanstoride the
train north to Highland Park,

where they would find fresh
airand forestsatthe
outdoor music pavilion.

Q

WHAT YOU
NEED

TO KNOW

22 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

WHAT TO BRING

Ifyouplantositonthelawn,bring
chairsorblankets, plus what you
cancarry (while navigating crowds),
suchasacoolerwithfood and drinks.

WHERE TO PARK

Thereison-site parking, butit’s
limited and quicklyfillsup. Another
option—parkinthe Metrastationlot
and take the free shuttle to the gate.

WHERE TO EAT

The park offers three sit-down

restaurantsaswell as concession
cartsand the Ravinia Market for
grab-and-go food and beverages.

STORY: KRISTIN BIENERT. PHOTOGRAPHS: (THEN) RAVINIA FESTIVAL, (NOW) PATRICK GIPSON/RAVINIA FESTIVAL
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We are the Heort of the linois Amish Country,
Come experience the rich history and proud
tradition of the Arthur area.

» Live Theatre at Penn
Station!

» Antigues, collectibles, art

+ Amish guilts. furniture &
shops

= Fresh fudge & cheese

« Clathing boutigues

g Wildlife adventures &

attractions

" « And ather hidden gems!

S M LR

www.Arthurlllinois.us 217-543-2242

THate & @ Teekend, Getavay. .

BUS, BOAT & RV FRIENDLY b S

» Handerafted Amish Furniture in
the guestroems

= Local Prairie-inspired Artwork

= Daily Complimentary Hot

Breakfast Best
+ Heated Indoor Pool Western
» Free Wifi PLUS

» Cenvention Center & Board roem

917 Green Mill Rd, Arcola, IL 61910 217. 268.5000

VISIT. |
BF INSPIRED.
TAKE A STAND.

e 4

ILLINOIS HOLOCAUST MUSEUM
& EDUCATION CENTER

See current exhibitions
and plan your visit:

m

Ff
¢t

GREATEREREEPORT.COMHRAILBLAz_iR
- :

MEET CHICAGO’S
FUN NEXT DOOR
NEIGHBORS

enjoy
illinQis
VISITOAKPARK.COM



SIPS

HANDCRAFTED TASTES

Buzz-Worthy Views

From rooftop to riverside—and to the world’s

largest Starbucks—these venues serve

a bevy of beverages with a side of stunning scenery.

1
OBED
AND
ISAAC’S
Play games,
likebocce, while
hanging outin
the beer garden
(Peoriaand
Springfield).

24 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM
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ROCKFORD

Fresco at the
Gardens, Anderson
Japanese Gardens

Winding footpaths through
exotic flowering shrubs

and past waterfallsand
colorfulkoi pondslead
toablackberry mimosa
brunchatFresco. Theirbar
also serves music-lovers

on Tuesday evenings with
summer concerts.

NORMAL

Medici in Normal

With 32 tap handles, many of
whichare devoted to small-
batch Midwesternbrews,
thistwo-level restaurant
draws craftbeer enthusiasts
toitsrooftop patio. Patrons
lounge on furniture sourced
fromthe owner’stree farm
while admiring the 30-foot
mulberrytree growing
inside therestaurant.

GRAFTON

The Terrace,
Aerie’s Resort

Rideanenclosed gondola
onthe Grafton SkyTour to
The Terrace—an expansive
open-air deck—at the top
ofahill. Here cold beers
andlocal wines come with
panoramicvistasofthe
bluffs above the confluence
ofthe mighty Mississippi
andIllinoisrivers.

PEORIA

Obed and Isaac’s
Microbrewery
and Eatery

Stained-glass windows line
the 1889 church-turned-
brewery. Thebeersrotate,
butinthe summer,look for
fruitybrewslike blueberry
wheatand strawberry
blonde. Orgo foraclassic
PeoriaSkyline IPA.

GHICAGO

Starbucks Reserve
Roastery

Theworld’s biggest
Starbucks pairspeople-
watching with luxe coffee
cocktails, like the vanilla-
spiked Oleato Golden Foam
Espresso Martini. Even
aclassiccup ofjoe tastes
swankywhile gazing onto
the Magnificent Mile from
therooftop patio.

LLINOIS INSIDER Furry friends (the four-legged kind on aleash) love the patio at
Obed and Isaac’s, where Bowser Beer and spent-grainbiscuits are made just for dogs.

STORY: TIM TEBEAU. PHOTOGRAPH: BOB STEFKO
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FIND YOUR NEXT
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2024 HAPPENINGS

Great Solar Eclipse * April 8
Superman Celebration ¢ June 7-9
ASA IL Pro/AM + June 27 - 30
Hometown Celebration ¢ July 5
visit Super City Brew Fest * Sept. 7

NW I l.I.I NOIS Fort Massac Encampment ¢ Oct. 19 - 20
FIND YOUR E{m;’ qgizlw{%

visithorthwestillinois.com

WWW.METROPOLISTOURISM.COM




RENDLEMAN
ORCHARDS

ALTO PASS

Since 1873, vision

and adaptation have
produced sweet returns
on this family farm

in Southern Illinois’
Shawnee National
Forest. The original
88-acre livestock farm
hasincreased to more
than 800 acres, where
peaches, nectarines,
apples, pumpkins and
flowers are grown. “We
are grateful for the
outpouring of support
from the region and
state for our 150 years of
farming,” says Michelle
Sirles, who with her
husband, Wayne,
represents the fifth
generation to own and
operate Rendleman
Orchards. The farm
offers several U-pick
fields, including colorful
zinnias, wispy cosmos,
pastel-hue strawflowers,
bright sunflowers and
giant mums; nature’s
pollinators get their
own 6-acre farm too.
Summer days bring
peach smoothies and
the Farm Market, which
is open for visitors who
want hand-picked fruit,
jars of jam and other
specialtyitems.

26 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

On the Farm

These family-owned farms will feed your
sense of adventure, while allowing

you to follow the journey locally grown
products take before reaching you.

<
Michelleand
Wayne Sirles
arefifth-
generation
owners.

e S;fraw,ﬁowéi'Field

STORY: BECKY ULLOM. PHOTOGRAPHS: (FLOWERS) MICHELLE SIRLES/RENDLEMAN ORCHARDS, (COUPLE) NINA WILSON PHOTOGRAPHY
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GHANGE TO WIN

TELL US
WHAT YOU THINK

Wewant to hear fromyou.
Help us make
Enjoy Illinois even better
nextyear. Please take
our quick survey at
dotdashmeredith.com/
ILGuideSurvey or scan
the QR code (rules below).

ClkCl
¥, -"':1;2

(=] &5

*NO PURCHASE OR SURVEY PARTICIPATION
IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Subject to
Official Rules at http://dotdashmeredith.com/

readersweepstakesrules. The $10,000 Reader Survey

Sweepstakes begins at 12:00 AM ET on October 1,
2023 and ends at 11:59 PM ET on September 30,
2024. Open to legal residents of the 50 United
States and the District of Columbia, 21 years or

older. Sweepstakes is offered by Dotdash Media Inc.

and may be promoted by any of its publications in
various creative executions online and in print at

any time during the sweepstakes. Limit one (1) entry

per person and per email address, per survey. Void
where prohibited. Sponsor: Dotdash Media Inc.

] HOP? 4

Reserve tickets at
sheddaquarium.org

THE
ANSWER
LIVES AT

SHEDD

AQUARIUM

PREMIER CORPORATE SPONSORS

BANK OF AMERICAZ X CITADEL (Gudiz; GRIX T

Three ways to make
your visit to Chicagoa
trip toremember:

Take a Skyline Lake Tour
at sunset.

View the city from the
water on an Architecture
River Cruise.

Hop-on and off the water
taxi to visit museums and
must-see attractions.

Learn more at
, BoatRides.com




ILLINOIS MADE

MEET THE MAKERS

STUMPY'S SPIRITS

COLUMBIA

Adam Stumpf traces his family’s history in this area to the Civil War era. As
the eighth generation, he and his wife, Laura, expanded the farm to include
adistillery, Stumpy’s Spirits. Boasting grain-to-glass capabilities, all the
corn, wheat, rye and barley used for the namesake bourbon, vodka, gin and
whiskey grows on the land. “We love having visitors to the distillery, tasting
with us,” Laura says. To provide a better guest experience, the Stumpfs

are opening anew 300-person wedding venue, tasting room and bar. Open
Thursday through Sunday, the distillery pours samples of favorites, such

as Old Monroe Bourbon, Pecan Pie Whiskey, and Unbroken Peach Vodka.
Advance reservations are required for the one-hour tours, which include
six samples, acomplimentary glass and a cocktail.

Getatasteof
theregion atthis
Jarmowned
by Adamand
Laura Stumpf.
-

28 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

WISHFUL AGRES
FARM AND BREWERY

LENA

One farmer and one
brewer, Penny and Nate
Peterson, make up

the duo who own and
operate this 10-acre
farmin northwest
Illinois. “It’s just the
two of us—we doitall,”
says Penny, who grows
more than 100 varieties
of organic fruits,
vegetables and hops.
The produce fills presold
Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA)
orders, while the hops
undergo fermentation
along with homegrown
ingredients like basil,
hot peppers and fruit.
Taste the results in

the taproom barn or
venture outside to the
orchard beer garden.
The weekend-only
brewery has adozen
taps with avariety of
beerslike Peach Mango
and Jalapeno Ale, plus
hard lemonade, frozen
slushies and root beer.

PHOTOGRAPHS: COURTESY OF STUMPY’S SPIRITS, (BEER) COURTESY OF WISHFUL ACRES FARM AND BREWERY



ILLINOIS WINE, AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

FIND A WINERY NEAR YOU

#Z Available on the

* VIP Wineries
{ [ ¢ App Store

* [llinois Wine Trails

¢ Gold Medal Winners

* Signature Series Rosé Wines

{ » Google Play

DOWNLOAD IT AT:
ILLINOISWINE.COM/APP

Miles

Al winuriss

Signatuie fusd

Trail af Gold

VIF Member Winerio)

roe [ LLINOISWINE

#IllinoisWine

#Middleofeverything Illinois Grape Growers & Vintners Alliance IGGVA)

ADVENTURE —

Thrill your senses and ease your mind while

» * discovering lllinois’ Rockford region.

Here authentic experiences and open spaces
will create the adventurous getaway you've
been waiting for.

Plan your getaway today.

GOROCKFORD.COM

Real. Original. ///A enjoy

P illinQis




naturallymchenrycounty.com
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BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL ...
FOR ARTS & CULTURE

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts events
Over 20 art galleries and 12 performing art venues

Sugar Creek Arts Festival
lllinois Shakespeare Festival
First Friday Artists Showcase
Make Music Normal

FVisitBN

Scan for map of public art
in Downtown Bloomington.

h .
' enjoy

illinQis

Bloomington-Normal Area
Convention & Visitors Bureau
800.433.8226 / VisitBN.org

PHOTOGRAPHS: COURTESY OF MARCOOT JERSEY CREAMERY

ILLINOIS MADE

MEET THE MAKERS

MARGOOT
JERSEY GREAMERY

GREENVILLE
What’s not to love about
adorable animals who
create dairy products

like delectable cheese

and silky ice cream? “We
want people to understand
where their food comes
from by offering a field-
to-fork experience,” says
tour director Laura Wall.
Openssix days a week,

the seventh-generation
family farm welcomes
visitors to wander through
the calfbarn (open
seasonally), milking parlor
and creamery—or go on
The Big Cheese Safari, a
one-hour guided tour that
includes a cheese tasting
(open seasonally). All the
artisan cheeses, such as
Mauna Loa Cheddar and
Five-Alarm Gouda, are
aged in an underground
cave. Grab take-home
treats (options are
available for your favorite
canine) from the Country
Store, which also sells
honey, beef and homemade
ice cream.

30 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

AmyMarcoot, Audie
Wall and Beth Marcoot

E:E4E
9
O

Scanthecodeto
learnmore
aboutallthe
Illinois Made
Makers.
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LUXURY

TREAT YOURSELF

The

Great Chicago
Splurge

The Chicago flag features only
four stars, but the city
abounds with five-star experiences.
Eat, drink and be merrily
pampered on a lavish
weekend away. We’ve curated
a three-day itinerary.

32 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

TheSt.Regis Chicago.«|

FRIDAY

AFTERNOON

Check into The St. Regis
Chicago, part of the
upscale Lakeshore

East area. At 101 stories,
it’s the tallest building in
the world designed by a
woman—Jeanne Gang.
From the outside, it’s

less skyscraper and more
sculpture: The undulating
exterior features striking
geometric shapes and
glass in five shades of
blue. Inside, floor-to-
ceiling windows provide
commanding views of the
Chicago River, Navy Pier
and Lake Michigan. The
color palette leans into
the 1871 Great Chicago
Fire, with copper and
rust tones representing
flames and industrial
rubble. Best of all, every

room is assigned a

butler who’ll help you
unpack and pack, deliver
complimentary beverages,
and press your clothes.

EVENING

Begin at After in the
West Loop. The chic
cocktail lounge serves
plates small and large by
Michelin-starred chef
Curtis Dufty. Favorite bites
include a Brussels sprout
slaw, mushroom risotto,
and pork cheek pozole.
Arounded marble bar
offers front-row seats for
performance bartending,
as mixologists create
concoctions like the

A5 Vesper—gin washed in
‘Wagyu beef fat and served
with caviar on a puffed
beef tendon. For a full
multicourse meal by
Dufty, go next door to his
Ever restaurant.

STORY: GARY THOMPSON. PHOTOGRAPHS: (THE ST. REGIS) COURTESY OF THE ST. REGIS CHICAGO, (AFTER) MICHAEL MUSER
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CHOICE

HOTELSS

Travels come true in

LINOIS.

BOOK DIRECT AND PAY IN
ADVANCE TO SAVE UP TO 15%*

Visit ChoiceHotels.com/lllinois-Hotels or call 1-877-424-6423
to get our lowest price guaranteed.

*Rate Restrictions: Valid only for Choice Privileges members (program enrollment is free). The reservation must be made on ChoiceHotels.com
at participating hotels and must be made at least 7, 14, 21 or 30 days in advance, which will vary based on the hotel for which a reservation is being
made. Subject to availability, the rate starts at 15% off Best Available Rate, is non-cancellable, non-changeable and non-refundable. Your credit card
will be charged for the total reservation amount within 24-48 hours of booking. This rate has a seven (7) night maximum length of stay. Rooms at this
discount are limited. Offer is not available to groups and cannot be combined with any other discount. Choice Hotels reserves the right to change or
discontinue this offer at any time. Eligibility restricted to U.S. and Canadian residents. Members must book direct at ChoiceHotels.com/Illinois-Hotels or call
1-877-424-6423. All Choice Hotels properties are independently owned and operated. *Guarantee applies to Third Party Website standard rates for a Choice
single or double occupancy room that are at least 1% and $1.00 less than the Choice rate. Claims must be submitted within 24 hours of booking and 48+ hours
prior to 6 PM check-in time the day of hotel arrival. Other terms also apply; see www.choicehotels.com/legal/best-rate-rules for full terms and conditions.
©2023 Choice Hotels International. All rights reserved.



LUXURY

TREAT YOURSELF

SATURDAY

Take an early walk

around the neighborhood
(Millennium Park is close
by) before breakfast at
Goddess and the Baker
on South Wabash Avenue.
It’s a fun, fast-casual spot
with seriously good food.
Try the Smoked Salmon
Plate or the Acai Bowl.

Cleanse your body and
soul at AIRE Ancient
Baths Chicago, setina
restored 1902 River West
factory. The 90-minute
Ultimate Bath is a journey
of hydration sensations
that begins in an ancient-
look space lit by hundreds
of candles. Move between
areas at your leisure.
Experiences include an
indoor/outdoor bath with
awaterfall, a salt bath,
exfoliating scrubs, a face
mask, steam rooms and
cold plunges.

AFTERNOON

Do lunch at 3 Arts Club
Cafe at RH Chicago, the
Gold Coast location of the
luxury home furnishings
retailer. The lush central
courtyard setting feels like
a European terrace garden.

34 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

Double up on fungi
delicacies by ordering

the truffle grilled cheese
with a side of wild
mushrooms. House-made
chocolate chip cookies
indulge sweet tooths.

After lunch, stay on the
Gold Coast for high-end
shopping in the Oak Street
District, home to designer
outposts for names like
Armani, Prada, Chanel

and Hermes. If youre on
aretail roll, continue to
The Magnificent Mile, a
shopping-dense stretch of
North Michigan Avenue.

EVENING

Back at The St. Regis, dine
amid sparkling city vistas
on the terrace of Miru,
which excels at modern
Japanese cuisine with local
flavors. Every dish is a work
of art, whether it’s avocado
crispy rice, smoked pork
belly skewer or sashimi.
Each St. Regis hotel serves
a signature Bloody Mary,
and Miru’s is The 1871,
another nod to the Great
Fire. The molten mix is
poured into a smoking
glass rimmed with smoked
salt—a perfect cocktail

for weekend brunch

too. Another St. Regis
tradition? The champagne

AIRE Ancient Baths
Chicago

"~ Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago

sabrage—opening a bottle
of bubbly with a saber a la
Napoleon. Later, relax in the
indoor pool or in a sauna at
The Athletic Club, both
with amazing views.

SUNDAY

Awaken and indulge your
body with a session at
The St. Regis Spa. The
Profound Hydration

is a 60-minute deeply
hydrating facial that uses
ceramides to rejuvenate
your skin.

Have brunch at Little Goat
Diner in its new location
on North Southport Avenue
in Lakeview. It’s worth

the drive/ride to taste

the creations of James
Beard Award-winning

chef Stephanie Izard,

like This Little Piggy, an
elevated egg sandwich with
a heavenly cheddar biscuit.

AFTERNOON

The Museum of
Contemporary Art
Chicago, a block off

The Mag Mile, has works
by modern superstars

like Jasper Johns and
Cindy Sherman, but also
showcases local artists and
produces groundbreaking
exhibitions in galleries
located on four levels.

Take in a matinee at the
maghnificent Lyric Opera
House on North Wacker
Drive. The grand foyer

at this architectural and
cultural gem absolutely
glows with its bronze doors,
gilt cornices, Austrian
crystal chandeliers and
stenciled ceilings.

More
Stellar
Options

ESME
Art, culture and
fine dining meet
at this Lincoln
Park restaurant.

TIUG0
Michelin-star
chef Carlos Gaytan
infuses Mexican
cuisine with
French twists
atthis River
North eatery.

ART INSTITUTE
OF CHICAGO

Thevenerable
venue’s collection
spans centuries
and the globe.
See Georgia
O’Keeffe: “My New
Yorks” (June 2—
September 22).

FRONTERA GRILL

Try Oaxacan
Carne Asada at
the flagship River
North restaurant
of famed chef
Rick Bayless.

AU CHEVAL
Eggs are exalted
atthis West Loop
pub-diner hybrid
withacoveted
cheeseburger.

THE AVIARY
The posh West
Loop cocktail
spotindulges all
your senses with
sumptuously
presented drinks
and small bites.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (MUSEUM) COURTESY OF MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART/PETER MCCULLOUGH, (SPA) COURTESY OF AIRE ANCIENT BATHS CHICAGO



Take a road trip like no other through the only place in America where the
Mother Road of Route 66 meets the Great River Road. Meet a giant pink
elephant, dine at historic roadside cafes, take a walk through haunted hotels

and mansions and relax with a glass of locally crafted wine beside the Mighty
Mississippi River.

Your one-of-a-kind road trip adventure begins at RiversandRoutes.com.

OF SOUTHWEST ILLINOIS

enjoy

iilingis
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APRIL 5-8
CROSSROADS
ECLIPSE
FESTIVAL
Carbondale
Leadinguptothe
publicviewing at Saluki
Stadium, Southern
Illinois University will
hostavarietyof events,
includinganeclipse
comiccon,aconcert,an
artsandcraftfair,anda
science and tech expo.

APRIL 6-7
ECLIPSE ON
THE BRICKS
Albion

Joinlocalson 5th Street
for music, food, funand
frivolitybefore the main
event. Saturday’s lineup
includes family activities
like the children’s parade
and pageants, jump
houses,andan’80sdance
party. Enjoy triviaand
cornhole on Sunday.

APRIL 8
SHAWNEE
HILLS WINE
TRAIL

Southern Illinois
Thellwineriesonthe
trailsitinthe heart ofthe
eclipse. Plan on sipping
wine and enjoying special
eventson the dayofthe
eclipse. Some wineries
have on-sitelodging,

and Star View Vineyard
allows RV parking.

TOTAL
SOLAR
ECLIPSE

APRIL 8
AT 1:59 P.M.

CARBONDALE
& SOUTHERN
ILLINOIS

Carbondalesits
onthecenterline,
which means
viewers can expect
JSour minutes and
nineseconds of
total darkness,

which is almost
twicethetimein
2017. If you miss
this one, the next
totalsolar eclipse
(@inthe U.S.) isn’t
until2044.

=

APRIL 8

BALD KNOB
CROSS OF

PE A CE AltoPass
Overlooking the Shawnee
National Forest, the
111-foot-tall Bald Knob
Crosssitsononeofthe
highestpointsinthe
state. Thisprime location
hastwo ticket options

for day-of viewing;
ticketsinclude eclipse
glassesand a T-shirt.

STORY: KRISTIN BIENERT. PHOTOGRAPH: COURTESY OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY CARBONDALE



A memorable stop along
historic Route 66, Uptown
Normal combines world-class
cultural attractions, vibrant
events, eclectic restaurants,
boutique retail shops,
premier lodging and
state-of-the-art transit
with historic main street
charm and warm
midwestern hospitality.

Visit and discover how we're
changing the definition
of Normal.

UNSBNT0R W N

calendar, directory and more at
uptownnormal.com
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COMMUNITY CONCERT SERIES = 5 | | k

JUNE 14 &15 | JULY 19 & 20 X . ¢4 Ly il !
AUGUST 16 & 17 - L, x 14

Enjoy exhibits, tours,
educational programs, special events,
and more at Naperville’s 13-acre museum!

NAPER
SETTLEMENT

NaperSettlement.org/visit
523 S. Webster St | Naperville, IL | 630.420.6010

-orgl-l'iGD'

Carlyle Sailing-Association

©2023 Naperville Heritage Society. All rights reserved.
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DATEBOOK

SUMMER FESTIVALS& EVENTS

WELCOME TO CHICAGO SOUTHLAND,

WHERE BORING DOESN'T EXIST

visitchicagosouthland.com

MAY 25-JUNE 9
THE SOUTHERN
ILLINOIS MUSIC
FESTIVAL
Carbondaleto Cairo
Orchestraand chamber
music, plus opera, ballet
andjazzperformances will
be showcased throughout
SouthernIllinois duringthe
20th annual SIFest.

JUNE 1

PRIDE ALLEY
PARTY Rockford

The outdoor party
featuresfood vendors,
localbands and otherlive
entertainment, such as
pop-updragshowsanddrag
queen bingo.

38 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM

JUNE 2
ENJOY ILLINOIS
300 Madison
ThisNASCAR Cup Series
takesplace at World Wide
Technology Raceway and
featuresdriverslike Kyle
Busch, lastyear’swinner.

JUNE 7-9
SUPERMAN
CELEBRATION
Metropolis

The official adopted
hometown of Superman
celebrateswith celebrity
guestappearances,along
withcomicbookartists
and writers.

JUNE 19
JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION
Rockford

Sinnissippi Park hoststhe
state’slongest-running
Juneteenth celebration with
live musicand more.

PHOTOGRAPH: COURTESY OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE



Scanthe code
JSormore
events and
festivals
throughout
thestate.

JUNE 22-23
GREAT GALENA
BALLOON RACE
Throughout the weekend,
more than 20 hot-air
balloonsrace above Galena.
Kidslove theinflatables
while adults enjoy the classic
carand artshows.

JUNE 30

CHICAGO PRIDE
PARADE

One million-plus spectators
watch the more than two-
hourparade, which capsoffa
month of Pride celebrations.

JULY 1-7

JOHN DEERE
CLASSIC PGA
TOUR Silvis

Formore than 20 years, TPC
Deere Run has played host to
the PGA tournament.

JULY 6-7

NASCAR CHICAGO
STREET RACE

Stock carsziparound the
city’sstreetsnear Grant
Parkinal2-turn,

2.2-mile course.

AUGUST 8-18
ILLINOIS STATE
FAIR Springfield
Thisblue-ribbon event
boasts top-notch
entertainment, abutter cow,
rodeos, carnivalrides,anda
bevyoffood and fun forthe
whole family.

AUGUST 10-11
CHICAGO AIR AND
WATER SHOW

Find primeviewing along
thelakefrontasmilitaryand
civilianjetsbuzz downtown.

AUGUST 16-18
CENTRALIA
BALLOON FEST
Gazeup asdozens of colorful
hot-airballoonsfill the sky.
Ontheground,takeinthe
carand motorcycle showand
acraftfair.
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HISTORIC ATTRACTION  §

PLAN YOUR ROAD TRIP AT:
VISITSPRINGFIELDILLINOIS.COM

| THE ROAD IS ALIVE!

o o @ @visitspringfield
:njoy n ]
illingis

WHERE DO FESTIVALS

FILL EVERY WEEKEND?
QC, THAT'S WHERE!

VisitQuadCities.com
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WHEN IT COMES

“TO SUMMERMUSIC
FESTIVALS, CHICAGO
ROCKS WITH ONE
PRACTICALLY EVERY
WEEK IN GRANT AND
MILLENNIUM PARKS
ALONG THE SHORE OF
LAKE MICHIGAN.,

WRITER JEN NILSSON
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LAKEFRONT
TRAIL
The 18-mile-long
trail follows

the Lake Michigan
shorethrough
the heart

ofdowntown.




GET IN TUNE with the Windy City over along

weekend by exploring the world-class museums and
captivating neighborhoods near the big event. Our
lineup includes places to grab a bite, to kick back and
relax between sets, and to keep riffing long after dark.

S TAY UV E H Once anexclusive club, the Chicago Athletic
Association hasthrownopenits gilded doors tobecome awelcoming hotel that’s
adestination allits own with awildly popularrooftop bar, James Beard Award-
winningrestaurant,and agame room complete with shuffleboard and Skee-Ball.
Located less than amile from where Lollapaloozarocks Grant Parkand across the
streetfrom where the Chicago Blues Festival serenades Millennium Park, it’san
idealheadquarters forafestival weekend. At the playful Moxy Chicago Downtown
in River North, the experience begins with afree cocktail at check-in and continues
into the wee hours of the morning with an on-site, late-night taco joint. Rooms come
with aview of the hotel’s six-storyindoorartinstallation that’s perfectly designed
forselfies. The Publishing House Bed and Breakfastin Chicago’s West Loop
offers11 cozy rooms with claw-foot bathtubs and inviting communal spaces. Located
inaneighborhood known forits gastronomy, the Press Room, below the B&B, rises
tothe challenge with aseasonal menu thatincludes house-made pickles on the
cheese and charcuterieboard.

THE
PUBLISHING
HOUSE
BED AND
BREAKFAST
0Old-school luxury
meets modern chic
inthis historic
publishing house
thatisnow a B&B.

YOUR PLAY LIST

Must-do destinations
whileyou’re in town.

Posewiththeiconic
bronze lions outside
the ArtInstitute
of Chicago before
takingaspin through
the galleries of one
ofthelargestart
museumsinthe
world, withworks
from masterslike
Vincentvan Gogh
and Pablo Picasso.
Georgia O’Keefe’s
summer exhibition,
My New Yorks,
deviates from her
usualfloraland
Southwestern
subjects (June 2—
September 22).
Discover floraunder
glassatthe Garfield
Park Conservatory.
Roamingthe eight
indoor gardensis
freeandincludes the
towering, tropical
Palm House and

the Fern Room with
anindoorlagoon
(reservations
required). See the
thought-provoking
collections of

the Museum of
Contemporary
ArtChicagoand
checkthe events
calendarforlive-
music performances
and cutting-edge
workshopsamong
themodern-art
installations.
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CHICAGO
ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION
Overlooking
Millennium Park,
Cindy’ssitsonthe
13th floor.

e A

&"L"A*&%Af

SEETHE
CITY

Takein thesiteson
abikeor hike.

Builtalongthe
formerelevated
Bloomington train
line, The 606 is
anurbanpark
thatconnectsthe
vibrantand diverse
neighborhoods

of Wicker Park,
Bucktown, Humboldt
Parkand Logan
Square and offersa
heightened way to
seethecity. Inthe
heartofurbanhustle,
LincolnPark Zoo,
one ofthe nation’s
oldest,standsasa
sprawling (and free!)
wildlife enclave about
ahalf-mile from the
Lakefront Trail.
Followthe 18-mile
sculpture-studded
pathalongLake
Michigan for some of
Chicago’s mosticonic
and Instagrammable
views. Ifyou’re
looking for more
guidance, letalocal
showyou the way on
aChicago Greeter
tour. The free
docent-led tourslast
two to four hours
anddivedeepinto
the neighborhoods
youselect. Fora
shorterwalk,join
anInstagreeter
tourofthe Loop
orthe Riverwalk
(noreservations
required).

Q

MUST-SEE
SUMMER
MUSIC
FESTIVALS

COURTESY OF CHICAGO ATHLETIC

PHOTOGRAPHS: (THE PUBLISHING
HOUSE) BOB STEFKO, (CINDY’S)
ASSOCIATION

MAY 25-126

SUENOS MUSIC FESTIVAL
More than 25 artists perform in Grant Park
duringthis Latin celebration.

JUNEB-9S

CHICAGO BLUES FEST
Millennium Park welcomes Blueslegends and
emergingartiststoitsthree mainstages (free).
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N
SIENA
TAVERN
Dineon
delectable
house-made
pastaatthis
Italian-inspired
restaurant.

SWEET TREATS

Indulgeyour
cravings and satisfy
your sweet tooth.

Stopin Chicago’s
Original Rainbow
ConeIce Cream
Shop forafive-
flavored treat while
strolling Navy Pier.
Orperuse the
old-fashioned
dessertcounterat

MEMORABLE
MEALS

Whether dining
indoors or alfresco,
casual and classy
spots dot the city.

Sip and savor ameal
beneathachandelier
inthe courtyard
ofthe 3 Arts Club
Cafewithin the
confines of the RH
Chicago showroom
inthe historic Gold
Coast.Gobehind the
scenes atthe world’s
largest Starbucks
withanimmersive
tourwhere coffeeis
paired with chocolate
inside the four-story
Starbucks Reserve
Roasteryonthe
Magnificent Mile. In
the Fulton Market
District, the editors
of Time Out magazine
chose their favorite
Chicago cuisine for
acurateddining
experienceinthe
Time Out Market
building, which also
housesthreebars
and aterrace for

live music. People-
watchingon the
patio pairs perfectly
withan enormous
Wagyubeefmeatball
atSiena Tavern
inRiver North. At
Bloom Plant Based
Kitchen (above) in
Wicker Park, yucca
gnocchibrings the
flavor of the outdoors
toyourplate.

]
y |
s
3
2
-
(=) [
jm}
7]
<
o
=
Zz
<
Iy
a
13
O
O
&
@
L
O
>
7
et}
=
o8
£
Q
O
=
Q
(e}
5
a
]
m
b3
[:4
<
>
=
B
(¢}
w
B
=
w
O
>
(7
)
e
o
=
o
O
=
[}
A
o
<
b
<
=
a
o}
3
~
<
N g
<

PHOTOGRAPHS: (SIENA TAVERN) KEVI
(CRUISE) CHICGAQ'S FIRST LADY CRUISESH

Sweet Mandy B’s
inLincoln Park.

QE GRANT PARK MUSIC FESTIVAL J_,E MILLENNIUM PARK ,'_E CHICAGO SUMMERDANCE
= ‘3’ This classical-music concert series spans § § SUMMER MUSIC SERIES == Professionalinstructorslead
10 weeks with guest performers (free). Monday and Thursday nights (free). = group dance lessons (free).

44 ENJOYILLINOIS.COM



.PL“y

AFTER THE SHOW %
When the sun goes down, the cityheats up. Start your night on the Chicago @. c:
River with Chicago’s First Lady and an unforgettable sunset cruise. With vy
aknowledgeable docent from the Chicago Architecture Centeratthe CRUISE
microphone, you’'ll experience the city’s historyas goldenlight dances against CHICAGO
the surrounding skyscrapers. Then head for The Salt Shed, where the old Knowledgeable
Morton Saltfactoryhasbeen transformedinto ariverside music venue hosting docentslead
all-star performers. End the night with agood belly laugh during alate-night architecture
improvshow at The Second City, the comedy cabaret that helped launch the tours.
careers of John Belushi, Bill Murray, Amy Poehler and Tina Fey. v
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CHICAGO JAZZ FESTIVAL
The tradition continues when
jazzgreats fill Millennium Park (free).

PITCHFORK MUSIC FESTIVAL = LOLLAPALOOZA
Name-brand and up-and-coming 5 Morethan 170 bandsfill nine stages

musicians take the stage in Union Park. atthis Grant Park musicblowout.

—
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LATE JuLY
LABOR DAY
WEEKEND
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WRITER JEN NILSSON

Dreaming of a memorable outdoor =+ g
adventure? Getyourselfa T

o

= guru! Five [llinois experts show - S nocx stats
—=vouhowtefly-fish,zipline, canoe; = =77 e

“13miles of hiking

~hikeand experiencenature. =~ o B e

Pl : (weather
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J PHOTOGRAPHS: (STARVED ROCK) IOT, (FERNE CLYFFE) STARBOARD"AND PORT,

ANDRA RUST =

WATERFALL HIKES

FERNE
CLYFFE
" STATE
PARK
The Big Rocky

' Hollow Trail, an

easy 0.75-mile
loop, leadstoa

100-foot-tall
intermittent .

waterfall.
.

“Ifyou’rea
photographer,
then this is

your mecca,”
says Kathy Casstevens,
who has worked at
Starved Rock Lodge in
Oglesby for almost

20 years and lived in

the area most of her life.

It’s on quiet, dewy
morning hikes with
her camera when
Casstevens repeatedly
falls in love with
Starved Rock. Thanks
to acatastrophic flood
some 15,000 years
ago, the area’srocky
terrain was carved

by water, creating

18 scenic canyons,
seven of which have
seasonal waterfalls
you can hike to along
13 miles of marked
trails. For visitors who
want tolearn more
about the geology,
nature and history

of the area, the park
offers 3-mile lunch-
and-learn hikes on
weekend mornings
year-round, and a
four-hour trolley tour
in April and May.

KATHY
CASSTEVENS

A photographer and
nature-lover shares
her passions.

QUESTION
Whatis the
advantage of joining
aguided hike?

ANSWER
Our guides enhance
your experience.
We have such arich
cultural, botanical
and geological
history here, so
there’salot
you can learn.

QUESTION
What’s the best
season for seeing
the waterfalls?

ANSWER
The area s subtly
different every
season, butin the
spring when
the waterfalls are
more active, there
are also more than
200 wildflowers
thatbloom.

Find more waterfalls rhewatertans
atMatthiessen State Park (2 miles from Starved Rock)
contrastwith surrounding prairie. Ferne Clyffe State
Parkin Gorevilleboastsawaterfallin the Shawnee
National Forest. Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge
near Marion features waterfalls and seasonal wildflowers

onits Rocky Bluff Trail.
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CANOE bes
A wilderness

‘guide who grew up

Imagine gliding through Wiae a'rea Ie'ads
cypress swamps where p i
the trees have grown with CachE s
for millennia. The Outfitters.
forest canopy vibrates

with song from myriad

migratory birds while

lyrical tree frogs hover
above the nutrient-rich
waters. In this secluded
world, dip your paddle
into a soft carpet of
jade-green duckweed as
you carve apath along
the majestic trails of the
Cache River Wetlands,
whatlocals call

The Hidden Bayou,

in the southernmost

tip of Illinois.

For an educational—
and unforgettable—
canoeing or kayaking
experience, find Mark A GUIDE FOR A HIDDEN BAYOU

Denzer and his team of As a kid learning the maze of ponds and swamps of the Cache River Wetlands, Denzer
expert wildlife guides at knew his canoe was in a special place. “You wouldn’t think it’s Illinois,” he says of
Cache Bayou Outfitters the waters where he now leads group tours, including popular sunset and full-moon
in the last stilt house on trips. “It’s out of the way and unsuspecting.” Fourteen years after setting up shop,
theriverside of Dean he knows the nooks and crannies of the Cache and enjoys sharing its historical and
Lane in Ullin. geographical secrets with first-time and experienced paddlers.

More places
topaddle

Explore the calming
waters of Little Grassy
Lake with kayaks,
paddleboards and
pontoonboatrentals
from Little Grassy Lake
Campground and Marina
in Makanda. Cruise
beneath the Windy City’s
famed bridges spanning
the Chicago Riverona
rented kayak from Kayak
Chicago. Choose akayak
orparty-size paddleboard
from Nuts Outdoors and
floatthrough charming
downtown Galenaonits
namesakeriver.
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AWHFFE PENES -

FOREST
STATE PARK
Seven hiking trails,
eachless than
1milelong, show off
_ thepark’s colorful
springflowers.

NATURE WALK

The center of a city
might not be your
first thought for a
wildflower walk, but in
the heart of Chicago’s
famed Lincoln Park,
youw’ll find North Pond
Nature Sanctuary, a
resplendent, 15-acre
wonderland that
blooms early spring
through late fall.

Inaddition to
ruby-throated
hummingbirds and
belted kingfishers,
nature-lovers,
especially the docents
who offer guided tours
to anyone interested
inlearning about the
area’s abundant flora
and 200-plus bird
species, are attracted
to this enclave of
native plants.

“Wildflower
walks give
people an hour
to slow down
and enjoy a
little more,”
says Britt Barbour
Uhlenhake of
the Lincoln Park
Conservancy.

“Walking with our
docents, who bring
their own passions and
perspectives, provides
aunique experience.”

More nature walks

Trekthevastprairiesand wetlands of the
Natural Land Institute in Rockford. Picnic
among the blossoming troutlilies in nearby
White Pines Forest State Parkin Mount
Morris, where you candrive through Pine
Creekon concrete fords. Wander the
wetlands and lakes of Moraine Hills State
Parknear McHenry.

BRITT BARBOUR
UHLENHAKE

Manager of
marketing and
development at

the Lincoln Park
Conservancy.

A WALK TO
REMEMBER
When stay-at-home
mom Britt Barbour
Uhlenhake took her
kids forawalkin
the park, she didn’t
expectit to change
her life. But then she
read anotice that
the Conservancy
was seeking docents
to engage visitors
in the Lincoln Park
Conservatory, a
historic glasshouse
with a global plant
collection.

“It gave me this
opportunity and,
when I got to know
the Conservancy, I
got more and more
involved.” From
docent to akey staff
member, Uhlenhake
is proud to work
foran organization
that strives to
make nature
accessible to all.
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Flnd more le]lHeS The Grafton Zipline at Aerie’s Resort gives you the chance
tosoarbetween thebluffsnearthe confluence of the Mississippiand Illinoisrivers. The
hilltop trees at Long Hollow Canopy Tours in Galena provide a thrilling time on the six-line
zipline course or aerial adventure park. The free-drop Tarzan swingintroduces additional
surprisesat GoApe Zipline and Adventure Park in Western Springs.

ZIPLINE

AN away” by the Shawnee
ADVENTUROUS Bluffs Canopy Tour in
CAREER Makanda, says owner
CHANGE Miles. What sets this
“TI've always wanted adrenaline-packed
tobe outdoors, and experience above the
when I turned rest? “It’s the speed
60, Iwanted todo and the simplicity
something fun.” ofit. No towers. No
concrete. Just nature,”
At the time, Marc Miles says.
Miles had two active
grandsons, and his Prior to stepping
ideaof a zipline to off the platform,
distract them from participants gear up
their electronic and run througha
devices quickly practice session with
spiraled into an experienced guides v
83-acre treetop who accompany é
adventure. Twelve each group on their 3
years later, Miles now excursion. This canopy 5
has five grandsons. touris completely E
All are proficient tree-based, with 2
zipliners, of course. three aerial bridges g
complementing 2
eight ziplines, the =
grand finale of which 2
stretches 1,100 feet = SHAWNEE §
over arocky canyon BLUFFS 5
and reaches speeds of CANOPY E
nearly 40 mph. TOUR g
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MARC
MILES

An equine
veterinarian-
turned-zipline
tour operator

helps folks fly.
&«

Even seasoned
zipliners are “blown

Theoutfitter
providesfree
photos, which allows
gueststotruly
enjoyallthe thrills.
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FLY-FISH

WILL The Kankakee River
WINANS carves abucolic path
A passionate angler through northeastern
who grew up along Illinois, where acres
the Kankakee River of cornfields anchor
teaches the finer the riverbanks as drift
points of fishing. boats pass by.
QUESTION Cleanand clear witha
What’s the advantage healthy population of
of using a drift boat? smallmouth bass, the
Kankakee is ideal for
ANSWER anglers and guides like
Ablg.part (?fthe Will Winans, owner
e’xperlence 1s' that and founder of Big
w? re ?Ot buzzlng the River Fly Fishingin
riverinamotorized Kankakee. “Istill feel
boat, sowe can like akid out there,”
sneak up on the fish Winans savs
. yS.
and wildlife.
Winansis on the
QUESTION
water nearly every day,
Do angl'ers need marking the change
experience? of season by the leaves
ANSWER and the patterns of
Not at all. Sometimes the river. “Our success
ablankslateis rate is determined by
thebest thing a guide the mood of the fish
can askfor. and myriad variables
that you have to
«

“The Kankakee

surrender to,” he says
of the way fly-fishing

) tends to calm his
s my home guests. “The river
river, and keeps us humble.”
I have a strong
attachment
toit.”

MOI‘Q fiShing hOlGS Thebrush-lined shore

of Rend Lake near Bentonis filled with crappie. Rainbow
troutare abundantin Devils Kitchen Lake near Marion,
where cozy cabins makeiteasytocastalineatmorning’s
firstlight. Springtime means the Apple Riveris stocked
with keeper-size troutin Apple River Canyon State Park.
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|EM CANAL
AT YOUR
DWN PAGE

Wrapping up its 175th
anniversary year, the
Illinois and Michigan Canal
is still a transit hub—these
days for hikers, cyclists
and history buffs. Here are four
ways to explore its 96 miles.

— BeforetheIllinoisand Michigan Canalopenedin1848, tallgrass
prairieblanketed Illinois, and Chicago waslittle more thana
dustyporttown. Travel and trade around the Midwest meant a
slowand sometimes dangerous overland trek. The I&M Canal
changed all thatby connecting Lake Michigan by Chicago to the
Illinois Riverat LaSalle, creating aninland water route from the
East Coastto the Gulfof Mexico. Itbecame the country’s first
National Heritage Area. Today, there are more ways than ever to
follow the canal, includingbyboat, bike and even zipline.

NICE AND SLOW

Experience the I&M Canal the
old-fashioned wayin LaSalle,
where The Volunteer, an
open-air1840s-replicaboat,
pliesthe canal’swatersjust
asitwould haveinthe I&M’s
heyday: pulledbyaharnessed
mulewalkingalong the shore.
Theleisurely Canal Boat
Tourslastaboutanhourand
run from mid-May through
October. Period-dressed
guideswill introduce you to
kid-friendly Moe the mule
beforehand. Backondry
land, hop inyour car for the
80-mile LaSalle-to-Hodgkins
Silhouette Tour, which
connects48life-size, Corten
steel sculpturesbased onreal
historical figures, including
furtraders, muledrivers, boat
captains and quarry workers,
with their stories displayed
nearby. The drive passes
enticingshops (Prairie Fox
Booksand antiques store

229 Estatesare twolocal
favoritesin Ottawa), fishing
holes (catfish, walleye and
bassareplentifulinthe
Illinois River within William
G. Stratton State Park),and
parks (Waterfall Glen Forest
Preservein Darienhas
hikingtrails, the picturesque
Rocky Glenwaterfall and
springtime wildflowers).

DARIEN @

ROMEOVILLE @

PICK UP THE PAGE

Whenyou'rereadytostretch
yourlegs, the car-free I& M
Canal State Trail makes
exploring bybike appealing
too.Youcanrentatwo-
wheeler by the hour from
sevenlocationsalongthe
trailbyusing your cell phone
and the Movaticapp. The
15-mile stretchbetween
Morrisand Channahonis
flatand made of cushiony
crushedlimestone,ideal
foraneasycycleorstroll.
You’ll passbythe oldlock-
tender’shouse, the Aux Sable
CreekAqueduct, and the
hardwood forests and wild
irises of McKinley Woods.
Keepyoureyes open for
turtles,beavers and deer.

CHICAGO
([ ]
® SUMMIT

® WILLOW
SPRINGS

LEMONT

® LOCKPORT

CREST HILL ©

® JOLIET

ROCKDALE @

MINOOKA @

MORRIS
OTTAWA L4
PERU UTIC‘\ ® 2’IARSEILLES
°q °
LASALLE SENECA
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® CHANNAHON

GO A LITTLE FASTER

Canoeaccessisplentifulalongthe canalifyou’d rathersteer
your own ship. You can paddle 15 milesbetween Gebhard
Woods State Parkin Morris and Channahon State Parkin
Channahon. Alongthe trail, you’ll find playgrounds and
picnictables shaded by mature cottonwoods and oaks. BYO
boatorrentakayak from Kayak Morris. From here, youcan
paddleinaloop,around SugarIsland and back, withjusta
25-yard portage inthe middle.

STORY: ANDREA MINARCEK JESSUP. PHOTOGRAPHS: (BIKERS, BOAT) CCA MEDIA, (THE FORGE) COURTESY OF THE FORGE: LEMONT QUARRIES
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Downtown Lemont [ : : / g s L s ! Vo‘l_i:intéel-‘,"

EVERYTHING

About 25 miles southwest of Chicago, the small town of Lemontis home to The Forge: Lemont Quarries Adventure Park,

N2 where you’ll find something to suitevery age and energylevel. Entry to the park and access toits forested hiking trails are
free,and aloaded menu of activities is pay to play. Choose amonglaser tag, rentable kayaks and canoes (to paddle the Lemont
Quarrylake),atoddler-friendly obstacle course, four-person bikes, and a towering rock climbing course crowned with a
1,000-foot-longzipline that slings the adventurous 100-some-feet above Lemont Quarry.

The Forge: Lemont Quarries Adventure Park




PERFECGT

—> THEY'RE SMALL ENOUGH YOU GAN FIND YOUR WAY AROUND,
BUT LARGE ENOUGH TO EXPLORE FOR A DAY OR TWO. IN THE END,
YOUR PHONE OR GAMERA WILL BE FILLED WITH SHARE-WORTHY
PIGS OF DELIGHTFUL SPOTS T0 SEE, DINE AND STAY.

WRITER BRIAN KRAMER




HORSESHOE
MOUND
PRESERVE
Take in panoramic
views of Iowa,
Wisconsin and Illinois
Jfromscenicoverlooks
and spotting scopes
outside Galena.

N
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butitsattitudeisfresh and adventurous. Afteraneye-openinggalleryvisitorhands-onartclass (check
theirschedule for free one-daykids’ classes) at Edwardsville Arts Center, head downtown and dine at
Cleveland Heath restaurant, known forits artfully presented entrees, or watch amusicact or classic filmat
therenovated Wildey Theatre. A block away, the Urban Collective Boutique Hotel offers eight loft-style
rooms and suites with unique upholstered beds, exposed brick walls and graphic murals.
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GASEY

Goonahuntfor
outlandishlyoutsized
objectsin Casey, aplayful
burgwhose mottois

“Big ThingsinaSmall
Town.” Download amap
(or stop by the Chamber of
Commerce foraprinted
copy) and launch your
questfor12certified
World’s Largest Items
and nearly 24 additional
Big Things. Forbig-time
refreshment, gorural:
Oilfield Illinoisisa
petite pie shop with hand-
writtenmenuboards,
while Moonshine

Store (technicallyin
Martinsville) is acountry
store famous forits
Moonshine Burgers,
half-pound patties made
byhand. While youwon’t
find the world’slargest
featherbed at Eighteen-
Ninety Sleepover,

you can choose from

12 spaciousroomsina
former Knights of Pythias
meeting hall.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Sendyour stamp of
approvalfrom the World’s
Largest Mailbox or

any of theother Big

Things, all Insta-worthy.

ALTON

Giventhisrivertown’s
rich history (the final
Lincoln-Douglas debate,
Civil War skirmishes,
thebirthplace ofjazz
great Miles Davis), it’s
nosurprise thatyoucan
easilyloseyourselfasyou
strollalong Antique Row,
Alton’sdowntown district
with more than 20 shops.
Startyour time-traveling
earlyorgetamidday
refuel at Post Commons,
aU.S.Post Office-turned-
coffee shop with on-site
coffeeroastingand amenu
ofhouse-made biscuits
and toasts. Whenyou're
ready for good times and
great people-watching,
head for Fast Eddie’s
Bon Air. Thisbeloved bar
hostsfreelive musicevery
dayofthe weekonits
enormous covered patio.
Sootheyourtired dancing
feetat Beall Mansion
bed-and-breakfast, where
fourofthe antiques-
appointed rooms have
whirlpools for two and the
fifth featuresaclawfoot
soakingtub.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Ratherthan the side of
abuilding, you’llfind

the Alton Ripple mural
ontheasphalt at the
intersection of Stateand
Thirdstreets. Repaintedin
2023, hundreds of rainbow-
hueddots comprise this
artsy traffic stopper.

GALENA

Your spirits willliftin
Galenawhiledining,
shoppingand exploring
more than125boutiques
andrestaurants
downtown. Then
they’ll truly soarwith
achairride to the top

of Chestnut Mountain,
followed by your choice
ofan Alpine Slide or
Soaring Eagle Zipline
downhill. Bread and
Vine Bakery will
energize your brunch,
lunchordinnerwith
itseclecticrosterof
pastries, starters,
sandwiches,boardsand
craft cocktails. Match
yourovernight toyour
mood at the renovated
Ulysses Suites (think
luxebathroomsand
tradition-with-atwist
furnishings) orwith
anevening ofkickback
coziness at LeFevre Inn
and Resort, hanging
outbythe welcoming
firepit or gazebo.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT

The Spiroff Overlook

at Horseshoe Mound
Preserveyieldsbig
vistas of the Mississippi
River, especially at
sunset, fromastone
terrace with benches.

<FROM TOP PostCommons, Alton; Ulysses Suites, Galena;
The Big Birdcage (with a swing), Casey

|_ |_ E Foundedin1818, Edwardsville maybe Illinois’ third-oldest city,

SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Cruiseondownto the
West End Service
Station, whichrecently
reopened as a Route 66
interpretive center with
vintage signs andclassic
carmemorabilia.

PHOTOGRAPHS: RYAN DONNELL, (POST COMMONS) SHIFT AGENCY, (ULYSSES SUITES, WRIGHT HOME AND STUDIO) 10T, (BIRDCAGE) BOB STEFKO
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FROM TOP
U A K P A H K Edwardsville Arts
Center; Wright Home
Thenameon and Studio, Oak Park;
everybody’slipsinthis Cleveland Heath,
refinedtown? Frank Edwardsville; Wildey

Lloyd Wright. And Theatre, Edwardsville
rightly so, considering

the more thantwo

dozen Wright-designed
buildingsinthearea.

Take aguided tour of

the Wright Home

and Studio or Unity
Temple—orpickupa

map and explore on foot

orbike so you can stop

and snap pics toyour

heart’s content. Shop
thevibrantdowntown,

especially North Marion SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Street, withits designer Artists apply

boutiques and flavorful annually to claim
cafes. Ablock south, the 6x12-foot sections of
historic Carleton of concrete knownas
Oak Park hotel offers the Oak Park Mini
more than150 elegantly Mural Project.
appointedroomsas Followthe CTA
wellasahandsome Green Linefrom
lobby, statelylibrary Harlem Avenue to
and comfylounge to Austin Boulevard
explore withacocktail (it’smorethanl.5
inhand.Snagaseaton miles long) to find
therooftop patio at One acreationthat
Lake Brewing or opt matchesyourmood.
foranindoor table on

thesecondlevel, near

the massive chandelier
composed ofbottles.
Athemedbeerflight
letsyou explore their
latestlibations.

ILLINOIS INSIDER Overthe decades, Hollywood hasrecognized the charms of several Illinois towns, featuring
themin movies and television shows: Oak Park Home Alone (1990, the McCallister home is in Winnetka);

The Lake House (2006) » Geneva Roadto Perdition (2002)  Woodstock Groundhog Day (1993); Planes,
Trains and Automobiles (1987); Prison Break (2005-2017, TV series) « Edwardsville The Lucky Ones (2008)
*» Galena Pennies from Heaven (1981); Field of Dreams (1989) » Makanda Gone Girl (2014)
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PETERSBURG

Aword to thewise:
Visit Petersburg now
before this small-town
dynamo starts popping
up on every must-see
list. Builtin 1872 to sell
hardware, groceries and
drygoods, the massive
Broadgaugebuilding
downtown hasbeen
lovingly transformed
intoarestaurant, bar
and coffee shopwith
tasty offerings for quick
bites ormulticourse
meals. For craftbeers,
like VanillaDreamAle,
dropinto the taproom of
Hand of Fate Brewing
Company. Or step next
T doorforalittle shopping
CLOCKWISE and wine sipping at1st
FROM TOP RIGHT and 3rd Boutique and
Lincoln’s New Salem State Wine Bar. Asimilar
Historic Site, Petersburg; passion forrevitalizing
Downtown Petersburg; Petersburgledagroup
Nauvoo Ilinois Temple, offriendsto transform
Nauvoo; Heider’s Berry theneglected Three

Farm, Woodstock Pines mansionwith
highceilingsand tall

windows into agracious
eight-roominn.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Watch artisansinperiod
garb demonstrate skills
like candlemaking and
ironworking at Lincoln’s
New Salem State
Historic Site, then

snag a shotinfront of
your favorite buildings.
You have more than

25to choose from.

SUPER SELFIE SPOT

W [] [] |] S -|- [] B K Think Woodstock
Thebuzzin downtown Woodstock often centersonits historic square looks odaly familiar? It

and Opera House, but the buzzing of bees will lure you to U-pick farms and orchards just outside of town,
including family-owned operations like Heider’s Berry Farm, Homestead Orchard and more. Youmay
feel an entirely different buzz during avisit to Mixteca, thanks to their tequila-focused cocktail menu and
array of spicy tacos, tortas and fajitas. For calming contrast, seek out Cherry Tree Inn B&B, a Queen Anne
Victorian with five handsome rooms with private baths and lavish breakfasts.

filledinfor the town of
Punxsutawneyinthe1993
movie Groundhog Day.
Follow aself-guided
walking tour of more
than adozen locations
featuredinthefilm.
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PHOTOGRAPHS: RYAN DONNELL, (TEMPLE) JASON DONNELLY, (TREE ARCH) CARSON DOWNING, (BURGER AND SUSHI) COURTESY OF BURGER AND SUSHI HOUSE, (OPERA HOUSE) BOB STEFKO

FROM TOP Rainmaker’s Garden, Makanda; Burger and Sushi House,
Geneva; Woodstock Opera House, Woodstock

BENEVA

This Fox River Valley gem
haslongbeen afavorite
ofhikers, bikersand
paddlers, butits historic
downtown sparkleswith
civicpride thanksto
ongoingeffortstotreat
busshelters, bike racks
and even fire hydrantsas
publicart. (The Geneva
History Museum’s self-
guided Public Art Tour
covers dozens of notable
installations.) Ifyou're
craving sushibut your
dining partnerdesires
aburger, pullup asleek
chairatB.A.S.H. (Burger
and Sushi House) and
sinkyour chopsticksinto
dramatically presented
rollsand sandwiches.
Therooms and suites

at The Oscar Swan, a
country estate-turned-
B&B, are named after
familyandfriendsand
decoratedinkick-back
cottage style. Breakfast
frittataand amimosaon
theirbrick patioisthe
perfectlaunching pad for
aday of exploration.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Fabyan Japanese
Garden along theriver
packs ateahouse, water
features and artfully
tended plantsinto an acre
ofland. Snap a shot on the
hashi, atraditional arched
Japanese bridge.

MAKANDA

Lessthanamilefrom
Giant City State Park, this
tiny charmer (population
536) offers arespite from
hiking, bikingand camping
inand around Shawnee
National Forest. Saunter
along the Boardwalk off
Main Street, exploring
itsshopsandart galleries.
Sip some fruitofthevine
at Blue Sky Vineyard.
Aglassoftheiraward-
winning Vignoles dry
whiteisafineintroduction
towinemakingin
southernmost Illinois, but
youmightthinkyou’rein
Tuscanywhile youwander
theItalian-inspired
buildings and landscape.
Stepinto thelobby of

the Giant City State
Park Lodge, withitslog
columnsand stacked stone
fireplace, andlet the space
enwrapyoulikeawarm
bearhug, thenrentone of
threestyles of cabinsfora
memorable nightinthe
bigwoods.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT
Outdoor artfansflock to
Rainmaker Arts and
Entertainmentonthe
Boardwalk, but be sureto
step out the back door and
into the Rainmaker’s
Garden, an unmarked
wonderland of trees,
sculptures andwildflowers.

NAUVDD

Lookingoutonthe
Mississippi River from
Main Street, youcan
almost feel the hope of
Mormon founder Joseph
Smithasheled thousands
ofhis Latter-Day Saints
tothebluffin1840.
Theyrenamed the town
Nauvoo,andit flourished
forsevenyearsbefore
mostresidents, fleeing
persecution, relocated

to Salt Lake City. Launch
your ownjourney from
Nauvoo Visitors Center,
which offers horse-drawn
wagon or walking tours
of more than 30 historic
downtownsites. The
Red Frontservesup
Breakfastdillas, hearty
sandwichesand apopular
dessertknownas The
Brick (athickblock of
seasonalice cream

and layers of toppings).
Afterwatchingthe
sundisappear,drive
8milessouthtoTenAcre
Treehouses foranight
restinghigh above the
groundinoneofthree
adorablerentals.

—> SUPER SELFIE SPOT

Trek the grounds of
Nauvoo Illinois Temple
lateinthe day and watch
the architecture glow

and shift colors. (Ifyou’re
visiting July through early
August, you canalsowatch
acastofactors, dancers
and musicians performin
the outdoor Nauvoo and
British Pageants.)
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Visit this charming town nestled on the banks of the Fox River,
and you'll discover that something fresh is always popping up.
Geneva's historic downtown features over 100 specialty stores
and eateries. Shop for gifts, enjoy a scoop of ice cream, pick
up items you've been longing for, or have lunch or a drink with
friends. Pamper yourself and stay the weekend! Call your buds
and plan your adventure today at visitgenevail.com.

GENEVA

i ' | 7
experiencegalesburg.com




STORY: GARY THOMPSON. PHOTOGRAPH: JAMES CARDIS/AURORA AREA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

CHICAGO & BEYOND
LAND OF LINCOLN
TRAILS TO ADVENTURE

GREAT RIVERS COUNTRY

G

Scanthe
codeformore
placesto
goandthings
todo.

FoxRiver

«ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL Markyourcalendar! The Mother Road,
which stretches from Chicago to Los Angeles, turns 100in 2026. Plan to join the celebration
as communities along Route 66 are hosting special events, programs and activities.
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POPULATION
178,000

OF NOTE
Hometothestate’s
largest outdoor
shopping center,
nearthe state’s
largest water park.

¥ Aurora

Aurora and its satellite towns are shining stars of
the Chicagoland galaxy, beckoning you to stellar
entertainment, dining, shopping and outdoor recreation.

Setalongthe Fox River about40 miles
west of Chicago, Aurorais the second-
largestcityinIllinois,and it’s part
ofawiderareathatincludessmaller
communitiesinneighboring Kendall,
Willand DuPage counties. Though
adistantrunner-up to the Windy
Cityinpopulation, Auroraoffers a
number of first-rate

« attractions, starting
HARDWARE withahistoricand
Saveroom for vibrantdowntown.
dessertatthis  That’swhereyou’ll
gastropub. find the Paramount
Theatre,home to
some of Chicagoland’s

bestproductions of Broadway musicals
and plays. The Art Deco-style palace
openedinl93landhasbeenrestored to
itsoriginal glamour and glory. Nearby,

amuch newervenue, scenic RiverEdge
Park, hostslive musiceventslike Blues
onthe Foxand the Summer Concert
Series. Showgoers and other visitors
candine attwo spotsalongtheriver:
Two Brothers Roundhouseisabrewery
and supper clublocatedin the country’s
oldestlimestonerailroad roundhouse,
and Jake’s Bagels and Deli makes bagels
from scratch daily.

Attention shoppers: Auroraisa
retail revelation, whether you're
browsing downtown boutiques;
Chicago Premium Outlets; the newly
redeveloped Fox Valley Mall (nowwith
luxuryapartments and green space);
oradjacent PacificaSquare,aone-stop
Asianlifestyle center with Asian-
inspired cuisine, shopping, leisure
and entertainment.
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Whet (and wet) your
appetite forfunat
Yorkville’s Raging
Waves, Illinois’largest
outdoor water park.
Rideandslideon
32attractions. Ortake
tonature’s water park,
the Fox River,ina
kayak.A 25-mile run
connects Aurora-area
communities,and
rentalsareavailable
from parkdistricts and
businesses. Get more
greatviews of the river
onatourofthehistoric
Edith Farnsworth
House in Plano.

EAT

The exterior of
Hardware gastropub
andbreweryin North

Aurorahintsatits
focus on sustainability.
The place grows most
ingredients on-site and
offers 400 whiskeys
from around the world.

STAY

The Holiday Inn
Express and Suites
putsyouwithin
walkingdistance of
the FoxRiver Trail
and several downtown
attractions. Hampton
Inn and Suites offers
easyinterstateaccess
and appeals to families
withitsindoorpool,
kiddie pooland
free hotbreakfast.

<
EDITH
FARNSWORTH
HOUSE
Architect Miesvan
der Rohe’s midcentury
modernmasterpiece
featuresclear glass
exteriorwalls.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (DESSERT) HARDWARE SUSTAINABLE GASTROPUB AND BREWERY, (FARNSWORTH) AURORA AREA CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU, (CONCERT) BISHOP HILL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION, (COLONY STORE) JAY WILDE



VILLAGE
PARK
Listento
summer
concertsinthe
park, hometoa
reconstructed
gazebo andwar
monuments.
-

Catchthearea’s
upbeatvibe with
Concertsinthe Colony,
aseries of free family-
friendly summer
performancesat
Village Parkin Bishop
Hill,and Concertsin
the Park, alive-music
lineup at Veterans Park
inKewanee.

EAT

Havebreakfastlike—
and with—Bishop
Hilllocals at Filling
Station, alittle place
fullof character (and
characters). Popinto
Krans Kafe fora
midmorninglatte,
scoop ofice cream or
sandwich on ciabatta.
Lunch means Swedish
meatballs with
lingonberries at P.L.
Johnson’s Dining
Room. Don’tmissa
slice of scratch-made
pie. (Ortakeitwithyou.)

STAY

Builtin1855asthe
Colony Hospital, the
Twinflower Inn
hasbeenlovingly
rehabilitated to provide
TLCasabed-and-
breakfast with private
guestroomsand
ensuitebaths.

q

GREAT RIVERS COUNTRY

Bishop Hill

The religious colonists who founded Bishop Hill in Henry
County inspired waves of Swedish immigrants to settle
in Illinois. Their legacy lives on at a smorgasbord of sites.

Historicvillagesaboundinthe
Midwest and elsewhere, and theyall
live up to theirbilling to some degree,
though many sites rely heavily on
reproductions, re-creations and
relocations. Bishop Hillis the real deal,
however, very much the same town
youwould have encountered ridingin
onahorseandbuggyin1846,whenit
was established asareligious colony.
Now, the entire Henry County town,
about 40 minutes from the Quad Cities,
isaNational Historic Landmark. But
it’salsoaliving, working community
(including amayor and fire department)
where people still ply the same crafts
and trades of their Swedish ancestors.

Explore Bishop Hill’s fascinating
historyatanyofits seven museums, all
inbuildings original to the town and
packed withartifacts. And whenyou're
ready tostepbackinto the present,

the city of Kewanee awaits about

20 minutes east with modern amenities
wrapped in small-town charm.
Downtown isashopping hub, especially
for furniture and home decor. Family-
owned Good’s Furniture, opened in
1895, isafixture. New View Furniture,
amorerecent addition, featureslocally
produced artwork and decor, pieces
from majorbrands, and aspecialtyline
from nearby Green Gables Furniture
that makesthe furniture seenat Dutton
Range on Yellowstone.

COLONY
STORE
Purchasegifts,
chocolates and other
goodiesatthe
1853 generalstore.

POPULATION
114

OF NOTE
Theentire townis
aNational Historic

Landmark.

ENJOYILLINOIS.COM 63



Q

POPULATION
4,600

OF NOTE
Lake Shelbyvilleis
notnatural, rather

areservoirasthe
resultofdamming
the KaskaskiaRiver.
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LAKE
SHELBYVILLE
This massive lakeboasts
172 miles of shoreline,
threepublicbeaches,
and numerous hiking

LAND OF LINCOLN

Shelbyville

andbikingtrails.
N

Abe Lincoln’s legal and political careers brought him to
Shelbyville more than once, but it’s hard for even his large

shadow to compete with the region’s vast and versatile lake.

Kidsofall ageslike spendingrecessat
the outdoor playground known as Lake
Shelbyvillein south-centralIllinois. At
11,000-plusacres, it’s Illinois’ third-
largestinlandlake, and itcomeswith
172 miles of shoreline, including

beaches,woodedinlets and finger coves.

Thewater draws
. anglers, boaters
s
SHELBY w1e1nzjm rails
reward hikersand
INN A .
mountainbikers with
A1905 . s
. views of wildlife,
masterpiece. . C
especially majestic
birdslike blue heron

and osprey. Golfers canteeitup by
thelake at Eagle Creek Golf Course
inFindlay,its fairways nestledin the
woods and prairies of Eagle Creek

State Park. Get the lay of the land

(and water) at the Lake Shelbyville
Visitor Center, whichincludes
exhibitsaboutthe area,aquariums,
terrariums and abutterfly garden.
Thecenterislocated atthedamin
Shelbyville, atown with restaurants,
shopping and places to stay. Whilein
town, check out somelocal history:
Boarman’s Roxy Theatre, builtin
the1800s, was closed for manyyears
untilalocal businessman, the late
BobBoarman, spearheaded aloving
restoration of this grand movie palace.
The Soldiers and Sailors Monument,
partofLincoln Public Square, was
erectedin1907 to honorthoseinthe
military. Shelbyville Memorial Sunken
Garden, abotanical oasisin Forest
Park,datestothe1930s.

SipwineinaTuscan-
styleatmosphere
at Willow Ridge
Vineyards and
Winery, setona

150-year-old family

farm. Outdoor
seatingareaslet
youdrinkinviews
andvintages.

EAT

Though Longbranch
Grill moved, it’s
stillon Main Streetin
Shelbyville,and
thetastysteaks
and friendly service
camealong. Fanslove
the apps, especially
the mozzsticks
and onionrings.

STAY

Enjoycountry-
cottage ambience
inaresidential
neighborhood at
The Shelby Inn, or
stay downtown at
Atop the Shop,
aspacious loft
apartmentina
historicbuilding.

PHOTOGRAPHS: (KAYAKERS) SETH LOWE, (INN) THE SHELBY INN, (HIKERS) PAUL NORDMANN, (FOOD) BUCKWATER BREW WORKS AND WHISKEY HOUSE



CRAB
ORCHARD
NATIONAL
WILDLIFE
REFUGE
The44,000-
acrepark offers
12miles of trails
attherefuge.
-

Reconnectwithnature
atCrab Orchard
National Wildlife
Refuge in nearby
Marion. It’sahaven
forhiking, canoeing,
camping, picnicking
and bird-watching.

EAT

Somelikeithotat
Buckwater Brew
Works and Whiskey
House, sotheburgers,
wingsand otherbar
bitesinclude spicy
options. There’sevena
Mango Lime Habanero
Margarita. Speaking of
heat, Flame Grill and
Bar providesawarm
and casual atmosphere
forits steaks, seafood,
fresh-baked bread and
belovedlemon cake.

STAY

Carbondale straddles
the Midwest and South.
Pine Manor Estates
bed-and-breakfast
promises Southern-
styleluxuryinthe
hillsbetween Giant
City State Park and
Shawnee National
Forest. Orbookaberth
at The TrainInn,
arestored1905
primitive Artsand
Craftsbungalow close
tothe SIUcampus.

9

TRAILS TO ADVENTURE

Carbondale

Delightfully down to earth—literally—in its coal mining
roots and proximity to natural wonders, Carbondale rewards
adventure prospectors with a mother lode of treasures.

Carbondale wasnamedforalarge
depositofcoalin SouthernIllinois—not
so glamorous, right? But when you
considerthat carbonisthebuilding
blockofalllife, then the toponymis
quite noble. What’s more, the region is
called Little Egyptforits geographic
resemblance to the cradle of civilization.
(Cairo—where the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers meet—is named for Egypt’s capital
inthe Nile River Delta.,) So this ground
ispractically hallowed and fertile for
exploring. Carbondaleis the gateway
tosprawling Shawnee National Forest,
which wows withnature’srugged
beautyand power, and the Shawnee
Hills Wine Trail, a40-mile scenicroute

thatconnects11wineries. The townis
home to Southern Illinois University,
acultural center with venueslike the
Sharp Museum (humanities, sciences
andarts), McLeod Theater (summer
playhouse series), Shryock Auditorium
(historicand ornate),and Banterra
Center (sports and concerts). Marberry
Arboretum, alsoon campus,isagemwith
more than 5,000 speciesof trees, flowers
and wildlife. Off campus, The Varsity
Center downtown offers live music,
theaterandindie filmson the site ofa
historiccinema. The African American
Museum of Southern Illinois documents
the achievementsand experiences of the
area’s Black community.

Q

POPULATION
22,000

OF NOTE
Thisregionisknown
asLittle Egypt
foritsgeographic
resemblance to this
cradle of civilization.

BUCKWATER
BREW WORKS
AND WHISKEY
HOUSE
Enjoyburgers,
Southern-friedfish,
wings and more
than 300 whiskeys.
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Travel Resources

Visitors Bureaus

Aurora Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
630/256-3190,
enjoyaurora.com

Chicago Southland
Convention and Visitors
Bureau
888/895-8233,708/895-8200,
visitchicagosouthland.com

Chicago’s North Shore
Convention and

Visitors Bureau
847/763-0011,
visitchicagonorthshore.com

Choose Chicago
312/567-8500,
choosechicago.com

DeKalb County Convention
and Visitors Bureau
877/335-2521, 815/756-1336,
dekalbcountycvb.com

DuPage Convention and
Visitors Bureau
800/232-0502,630/575-8070,
discoverdupage.com

Elgin Area Convention

and Visitors Bureau
800/217-5362, 847/695-7540,
exploreelginarea.com

Heritage Corridor
Destinations
844/944-2282,800/926-2262,
heritagecorridorcvb.com

Kankakee County
Convention and
Visitors Bureau
815/935-7390,
visitkankakeecounty.com

Meet Chicago Northwest
800/847-4849,847/490-1010,
chicagonorthwest.com

Naturally McHenry County
815/893-6280,
naturallymchenrycounty.com
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Rockford Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800/521-0849, 815/963-8111,
gorockford.com

Rosemont Convention and
Tourism Bureau
847/823-2100, rosemont.com

Visit Lake County
847/662-2700,
visitlakecounty.org

Visit NW Illinois
815/946-2108,
visitnorthwestillinois.com

Visit Oak Park
708/524-7800,
visitoakpark.com

Visitor Information Center

Turtle Creek I-90, rest area
southbound, South Beloit

GREAT RIVERS COUNTRY

Discover Downstate Illinois
618/257-1488, downstateil.org

Galena Country Tourism
815/776-9200, visitgalena.org

Galesburg Tourism and
Visitors Bureau
309/343-2485,
experiencegalesburg.com

Great Rivers and Routes of
Southwest Illinois
800/258-6645, 618/465-6676,
riversandroutes.com

Macomb Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
309/833-1315,
visitforgottonia.com

Peoria Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800/747-0302, 309/676-0303,
peoria.org

Quincy Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800/978-4748, 217/214-3700,
seequincy.com

Southernmost Illinois
Tourism Bureau
800/248-4373,618/833-9928,
southernmostillinois.com

Visit NW Illinois
815/946-2108,
visitnorthwestillinois.com
Visit Quad Cities
800/747-7800,
visitquadcities.com

Visitor Information Center

Homestead I-55, rest area
northbound, Hamel

LAND OF LINCOLN

Bloomington-Normal

Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau
800/433-8226,309/665-0033,
visitbn.org

Danville Area Visitors
Bureau

800/383-4386, 217/442-2096,
visitdanvillearea.com

Decatur Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
800/331-4479, 217/423-7000,
decaturcvb.com

Discover Downstate Illinois
618/257-1488, downstateil.org

Effingham Convention and
Visitors Bureau
800/772-0750, 217/342-5310,
visiteffinghamil.com

Experience Champaign-
Urbana
800/369-6151,217/351-4133,
experiencecu.org

Jacksonville Area
Convention and

Visitors Bureau
800/593-5678, 217/243-5678,
jacksonvilleil.org

Lake Shelbyville

Area CVB/Shelby

County Tourism
800/874-3529; 217/774-2244,
lakeshelbyville.com

Logan County

Tourism Bureau
217/732-8687,
destinationlogancountyil.com

Visit Springfield
800/545-7300, 217/789-2360,
visitspringfieldillinois.com

Visitor Information Centers

Cumberland Road I-70, rest
area westbound, Marshall

Salt Kettle I-74, rest area
westbound, Oakwood

TRAILS TO ADVENTURE

Discover Downstate Illinois
618/257-1488,
downstateil.org

Mt. Vernon Convention
and Visitors Bureau
618/242-3151,
enjoymtvernon.com
Southernmost Illinois
Tourism Bureau
800/248-4373,618/833-9928,
southernmostillinois.com
Visit SI

800/433-7399, 618/997-3690,
visitsi.com

Visitor Information Centers

Fort Massac 5402 Hwy. 45 S,
Metropolis

Rend Lake North I-57, rest
area northbound, Whittington

Rend Lake South I-57, rest
area southbound, Whittington



TRAVELER
INFORMATION

DRIVING IN ILLINOIS
Illinois highways and roads

are well maintained and provide
posted signage for drivers, so
taking aroad tripisabreeze.
Chicago is aday’s drive or less from
major cities including Cincinnati,
Cleveland, Detroit, Indianapolis,
Kansas City, Milwaukee,
Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, St. Louis
and Toronto.

State law requires you to wear a
seatbelt when traveling by car.
Speed limits are posted in miles
per hour (mph) and vary between
70 mph onrural interstates and
freeways and 45 mph on urban
interstates and freeways.

You may not use your cell phone
for texting while driving, and you
must use hands-free technology
tomake calls.

For construction updates,
maps, seasonal road conditions
and other information, visit
gettingaroundillinois.com

ILLINOIS TOLLWAYS
Some northern Illinois highways
require tolls for use. Rates vary;
not all toll plazas have attendants.
Electronic toll collection is
available through I-PASS or any
transponder that’s part of the
E-ZPass system.

Drivers who miss tolls have

14 days to pay online. Note the date,
time and locations of unpaid tolls—
that information will be required
when submitting payments online.

For maps, rates, online payment
options and other info, visit
illinoistollway.com

REST AREAS AND
WELCOME CENTERS
The state of Illinois serves drivers
with 30 rest areas and 11 welcome
centers, located on highways
throughout the state. Open

24 hours a day, they offer restroom
facilities, picnic areas, lighted
walkways, maps, security cameras
and parking for recreational
vehicles, among other services.
For locations, visit idot.illinois.gov

ARRIVING BY PLANE
Domestic travelers can fly

direct to destinations including
Belleville, Bloomington-Normal,
Champaign-Urbana, Marion,
Moline, Peoria, Quincy, Rockford
and Springfield, as well as Chicago.

Once you land at either of
Chicago’s two major airports,
Chicago Transit Authority trains
can get you downtown. For info,
go to transitchicago.com

Regular shuttles to many Chicago
downtown hotels leave from

each airport. You can also get
ataxiorrideshare. For more
information on getting to and
from Chicago’s airports (including
renting vehicles or arranging car
services), visit flychicago.com

From O’Hare International
Airport, the Blue Line elevated
train (known as the L) takes
passengers to downtown Chicago
in about 45 minutes. Follow the
CTA Trains or Trains to City
signs at the airport. If you arrive
at the international terminal,
follow the signs to the Airport
Transit System, where you can
getafreeride to Terminal 2 and
then catch the Linto the city.

From Chicago Midway
International Airport, the
CTA Orange Line L train
takes about 25 minutes to
get to downtown Chicago.

OTHER TRANSIT
AROUND CHICAGO
Metraruns commuter rail services
from downtown Chicago to
outlying suburbs and surrounding
cities. For maps, schedules, alerts
and more, visit metra.com

The Regional Transportation
Authority serves Chicago and
its many suburbs. Its RTA trip
planner can help you figure
out how to get where you want
to go. Visit rtachicago.org

Amtrak runs trains to 29 cities
inIllinois, and Greyhound
Lines serves most major Illinois
cities. Go to amtrak.com or
greyhound.com

T1AND OLDER

Legal statewide,
alcohol,
gambling and other
substance use
by adults may
vary by city
or municipality.

i

Ifyoudrink,don’t
drive.Instead,
hailacaborusea
rideshare app.
The state’slegal
limit for blood
alcoholis 0.08.

Fifteen casinos
operate throughout
the state; some
oftheseare
riverboat casinos.

The Cannabis
Regulationand
TaxActlegalizes
thelawful use of
cannabis for adults
(2lyearsandolder).

/‘f

The Smoke-
Freelllinois
Actprohibits
smokingin most
publicplaces,
including theaters,
museums, casinos,
restaurants
andbars.

For more Illinois government information, visitillinois.gov
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Instagram to see snaps from

inois on
around the state. Tag #enjoyillinois for your chance to be featured.

i

njoyi

Follow @e

FRESH TAKES

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT - Garden of the Gods @laurel_supp;
Heron Pond, Belknap @midwestnomadfamily; Scratch Brewing Company, Ava
@jordyn_dolan; Chicago @racheljvanhook; Wrigley Field @jolinerivera; Route 66,
Mount Olive, Desirée van Welsum/TheLongWayHomeTravels.com; Clara Joyce
Flowers, Stockton @clarajoyceflowers; Kinnikinnick Farm, Caledonia @buckeyerene_
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YOoUR DESTINATION
FOR THE CLASSIC ROAD TRIP
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From roadside attractions to retro diners to perfect photo ops,
your classic Route 66 road trip awaits.

Start your trip at TheFirstHundredMiles.com
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Chicago Northwest has a great story to tell and it’s all about an
entertainment-rich place to stay, eat, and play especially during
festival season!

Turn the key and get on your way to build lasting memories in
Chicago Northwest. Share them with #ChicagoNW.

Looking for inspiration? Head to
ChicagoNorthwest.com.
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